ASSEMBLY’S  MISSIONARY  MAGAZINE ; 

1 

OR  r 

EVANGELICAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

•  ;  •  ■  _ 

VoL.  III.  1  FEBRUARY,  1807^ _  No.  11. 


BIOGRAPHY. 

Sketch  of  the  life  of  the  celebrated  Francis  TurAet^nb,  pro* 
fessor  of  divinity  at  Geneva,  who  died  anno  1687.  Translated 
fiom  B.  Pictet’s  Latin  oration,  delivered  before  the  academy  of 

Q 

Geneva,  when  he  ascended  the  theological  chair,  in  the  room  of 
Turrettine,  his  unde. 

^  “  It  is  not  a  hall  filled  with  smoky  statues,”  as  Seneca  ob¬ 
serves,  **  that  can  make  a  man  illustrious ;  because  no  one  hath 
lived  for  our  glory,  nor  is  any  thing  ours  which  existed  before  us.” 
Yd,  if  dignity  of  family  is  of  any  avail  to  procure  just  veneration 
from  lofty  minds;  that  our  Turrettine  was  nobly  descended,  is 
wed  known  to  all  who  have  heard  that  his  ancestors  held  the  first 
rank  in  the  very  ancient  republic  of  Lucca.  The  first  of  that  fami¬ 
ly  who  came  to  Geneva  was  Francis  Turrettine,  the  grandiather 
of  our  deceased  friend.  This  man,  more  than  a  century  since,  im¬ 
pelled  by  an  ardent  zeal  for  knowing,  and  professing  the  re¬ 
formed  religion,  renounced  every  thing  dear  in  his  native  coun¬ 
try,  and  after  suffering  many  hardships,  arrived  at  this  happy 
place.  He  had  lived  for  some  years  at  Antwerp,  and  was  intimate¬ 
ly  acquainted  with  the  most  illustrious  Mamix  Santaldegond.  But 
that  place  being  besieged  by  the  duke  of  Parma,  he  was  forced  to 
leave  it  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  and  came  first  to  Geneva,  and  af¬ 
terwards  to  that  sacred  asylum  for  proscribed  humanity  and  per¬ 
secuted  religion,  Zurich.  After  he  had  resided  more  than  five 
years  there,  he  returned  to  this  city,  where  he  spent  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  days.  He  was  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity,  and  of  a 
very  blameless  life ;  faithful  to  his  promises,  and  a  lover  of  true 
religion,  which  he  proved  by  many  acts  of  beneficence,  to  the  poor. 
Thus  he  acquired  a  reputation  Which  shed  a  lustre  on  his  poste- 
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rity«  outlived  this  transitory  world)  and  does  not  need  to  fear  th6 
uorroding  tooth  of  time.  Of  him  it  may  be  said,  “  he  hath  dis¬ 
persed,  he  hath  given, to  the  poor;  his  righteousness  endureth 
forever.” 

His  son,  Benedict  Turrettine,  was  the  father  of  our  departed 
friend.  He  was  long  the  pnncipal  ornament  of  this  city,  academy, 
and  church.  He  shone  with  no  common  lustre,  and  was  a  very 
warm  defender  of  divine  truth.  To  him  may  be  applied,  what 
Gregory  Nazianzen  said  of  Athanasius ;  In  praising  Athanasius, 
we  pi'aise  virtue  itself.”  The  mpst  animated  of  Benedict’s  works 
was  his  answer  to  father  Cotton,  the  Jesuit,  that  most  inveterate 
enemy  of  the  reformation.  Cotton  had  attacked  our  translation  of 
the  Bible;  and  forgetting  his  argument,  and  instigated, (Joubtless, 
by  the  father  of  lies,  ventured  to  predict  the  time  when  the  city 
of  Geneva  should  be  destroyed,  and  the  heresy  of  Calvin  oblite¬ 
rated  from  the  earth.  Blessed  be  God,  he  has  been  found  a  liar. 
Turrettine  obtained  a  complete  victory  over  him,  and  hungup 
the  spoils  in  the  temple  of  the  God  of  heaven.  In  the  year  1620, 
he  attended  the  synod  of  Alez  in  the  Cevennes.  Peter  Du  Moulin, 
a  man  famous  in  all  the  Christian  world,  was  moderator  in  that 
venerable  assembly.  Benedict  Turrettine  gained  the  love  of  all  the 
divines  present.  It  was  difficult  to  know,  whether  he  excelled  most 
in  human  learning,  or  in  the  knowledge  of  the  scriptures.  In  him 
were  united  a  happy  commanding  authority,  unaffected  piety,  and 
wonderful  eloquence.  He  had  the  simplicity  of  a  child  united  to 
the  magnanimity  of  a  hero.  His  love  of  peace,  and  forbearing 
spirit,  wei’e  equalled  only  by  his  love  to  tioith  and  holiness;  vir¬ 
tues  which,  Erasmus  said,  met  in  Leo  X.  but  of  which,  as  all  the 
world  knows,  he  did  not  possess  the  most  distant  resemblance. 
He  that  had  acquired  immortal  honour  seemed  deserving  of  a 
long  life.  But.  he,  such  was  the  will  of  God,  only  paid  a  visit  to 
this  globe ;  for  he  had  not  reached  his  forty-ninth  year,  when  he 
.was  tom,  as  it  were,  from  the  bowels  of  his  country,  by  a  prema¬ 
ture  death,  by  means  of  a  severe  fever.  He  left  many  children  be¬ 
hind  him. 

Francis  Turrettine,  the  son  of  Benedict,  was  bom  the  17th  of 
October,  1623.  In  this  year  died  Philip  Du  Plessis,  and  the  great 
Paul  Sarpi,  of  Venice;  illustrious  characters,  whom  no  praise  can 
appreciate.  When  the  stars  disappear  in  one  part  of  our  horizon, 
others  come  forth  to  view  in  another.  In  this  year,  also,  died  Pope 
Gregory  XV.  It  was,  likewise,  famous  for  the  synod  of  Charen- 
ton.  In  the  same  year,  the  Genevan  church,  according  to  the  Cus- 
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icon  of  the  primitive  Christians,  began  to  use  leavened  br^ad  in 
the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  supper. 

We  admire  the  early  beams  of  the  sun,  and  from  the  stem 
conjecture  the  future  harvest.  From  his  early  years  I’urrettine 
g^ve  remarkable  specimens  of  his  greatness  in  after  life.  In  him 
was  confirmed  what  a  historian  of  the  first  rank  asserts  concern- 
ing  ProbUs  the  emperor,  that  no  man  ever  arrived  at  a  high  de- 
gree  of  eminence  in  virtue,  who  did  not,  when  young,  discover 
something  great.  These  seeds  of  excellence,  and  sparks  of  genius, 
were  not  unobserved  by  Turrettine’s  sagacious  father,  who,  when 
at  the  point  of  death,  caused  his  son  to  be  brought  to  his  bedside, 
and  said,  as  with  a  prophetic  impulse,  This  child  is«sealed  with  “H 
the  seal  of  the  living  God  I”  In  some  such  manner,  Athanasius  I 
and  Basil  are  said  to  have  discovered  that  greatness  in  early  years, 
which,  by  the  grace  of  God,  they  afterwards  attained.  , 

Turrettine  soon  completed  his  course  in  the  languages  and 
philosophy.  Such  was  the  happy  turn  of  bis  mind,  such  his  aston¬ 
ishing  progress  in  learning,  that  his  companions  willingly  con¬ 
fessed  his  superiority.  His  vigorous  mind  left  nothing  unsearcheds.  i 
and  though  but  a  youth,  he  read  books  with  the  eye- and  attention 
of  one  far  advanced  in  life.  He  soon  exceeded  the  sanguine  ex-  ^ 
pectations  of  his  friends ;  and  every  day  showed  that  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  mind  outrun  the  velocity  of  time.  Having  finished  his  - 
course  of  philosophy,  he  applied  all  his  attention  to  theology.  He 
had  the  greatest  men  of  his  time  for  preceptors:  John  Deodate, 
that  eminent  divine,  who,  in  the  synod  of  Don,  a  council  more 
celebrated  than  any  for  many  ages  past,  had  as  many  witnesses 
of  his  immense  learning  and  acute  judgment  as  he  had  hearers; 
who,  in  a  convention  held  at  Saumor,  so  composed  the  differences 
of  the  hot-spirited  divines,  that  the  queen  of  France,  oftener  than 
once,  ordered  thanks  to  be  given  him  in  her  name;  whose  friend¬ 
ship  crowned  heads,  and  purpled  eminences  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
eagerly  sought;  and  whose  work  on  the  Bible  is  a  monument 
more  lasting  than  brass:  Theodore  Tronchin,  who  was,  also,  a 
member  of  the  synod  of  Dort,  and  who  conducted  himself  in  such 
a  manner  in  that  assembly  as  to  merit  the  name  of  a  great  divine. 

Nor  is  it  the  least  of  his  praise,  that  he  pleased  the  very  brave  Dc 
Rohan.  He  was  a  most  spirited  defender  of  the  reformation^  and 
wrote  an  animated  answer  to  father  Cotton ;  he  lived,  as  a  light  to 
the  youth  in  sacred  studies,  to  an  extreme  old  age,  ^nd  is  yet  re¬ 
vered  by  us  as  reviving  in  his  excellent  son.  Another  of  Turret- 
tine’s  instructors  was  Frederick  Spanheim,  whose  memory  and 
reputation  will  never  perish  from  the  annals  of  sacred  literstuire. 
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»hlle  th^  sun  rules  the  day,  and  the  Stars  bum  by  night;  who  was 
the  miracle  of  Europe,  and. whose  death  the  reformed  churches 
would  not  cease  to  lament,  if  he.hsal  not  left  behind  him  two  such 
sons  as. Ezekiel  and  Frederick.  What  great. men  1. the  very  eyes 
of  the  republic  of  letters,  and  whose  worth  no  lapse  of  time  can 
obliterate,  or  almost  equal.  Alexander  More,  one  of  the  most  elo¬ 
quent  of  men,  so  cherished  Turrettine,  that,  when  the  latter  pub: 
lished,  anno  1644,  theses  concerning  divine  grace,  as  he  had  de^ 
fended  one  before  on  political  happiness,  the  master  did  not  think 
it  unworthy  of  his  station  to  celebrate  the  merit  of  his  pupil  in 
verse. 

..  Under  such  masters,  how  much  he  acquired  let  the  world 
judge ;  I  will  be  silent.  Suffice  it  to  say,  such  were  his  poweis  of 
expression,  that  he  could  give  probability  to  the  amiable  reveries 
of  certain  philosophers ;  and  his  mind  not  only  learned,  but  regis¬ 
tered  what  he  was  taught.  By  the  peculiar  favour  of  heaven,  what 
cost  others  much  attention  and  labour,  was  but  a  sport  to  him  to 
acquire.  When  he  had  studied  some  years  at  Geneva,  he  wished 
to  visit  other  seminaries  of  learning  at  that  time  famous  in  the 
world.  He  accordingly  left  his  native  country,  and  carried  with 
him  a  very  honourable  testimony  to  his  character.  Leyden,  which 
was  then,  and  still  is,  the  abode  of  the  Muses  and  the  nursery  of 
great  divines,  was  the  first  place  he  visited.  In  this  celebrated  seat 
learning,  Turrettine  gained,  not  only  the  private  affection,  but 
the  public  hoDorary  esteem  of  all  the  academy.  He  defended  a 
thesis,  on  the  vffitten  word  of  Gody  before  the  great  Spanhein.  He 
followed  all  the  divines  in  Holland,  who  were  eminent  for  Icam- 
jog  and  holiness  of  life.  What  a  group  of  wonderful  divines  were 
then  at  Leydeui  Rivet,  S^masius,  Voeti  Hombeck,  &c.!  Tur- 
mttine  profited  much  by  their  prelections  and  conversation ;  and 
having  curried  away  in  his  capacious  mind  almost  every  thing  valu¬ 
able  in  Leyden,  went  to  Utrecht.  There  he  saw,  with  wonder,  that 
most  illustrious  and  learned  virgin  Anna  Maria  a  Schurman :  a  wo¬ 
man  in  whom  werp  concentrated  immense  learning  and  sterling 
piety }  a  woman  not  inferior,  in  any  degree,  to  the  Paulas,  LaeUs, 
9cc.  mentioned  by  the  ancient  fathers.  Having  visited  every  place 
ij)  Belgium,  where  he  could  find  any  thing  to  make  a  good  minister 
of  the  gospel,  he  went,  anno  1645,  to  France,  which  country  has, 
from  time  immemorial,  abounded  with  men  eminent  in  every 
brunch  of  science.  He  went  first  to  Paris,  the  metropolis  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  the  mQther..of  learning.  At  that  time,  many  great  men 
taught  there;  as,  Falcair,  Mestrezat,  Drelincourt,  Daille,  and 
Bloiidel*  He  lodged  in  the  house  of  the  incomparable  Daille; 
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^oid  soon  gamed  his  entire  afiection.  All  admired  that  greatneaa 
of  mind,  that  invincible  love  of  learning,  that  accurate  judgmenty 
and  tenacious  memory,  which  distinguished  this  young  man^ 
above  all,  his  amiable  modesty,  and  a  course  of  virtue  without  a 
stain:  While  at  Paris,  he  studied  the  doctrine  of  the  sphere,  under 
Gassendi,  that  prince  of  philosophers.  He  left  Paris,  and  went  to 
Saumur,  Montauban,  and  Nismes,  places  famous  for  learned  di¬ 
vines,  and  for  the  reformation.  In  this  last  city,  celebrated  for  its 
antiquities,  the  stupendous  remains  of  the  Roman  grandeur,  Tur- 
rettine’s  father  once  discharged  the  pastoral  office.  There  he  sa¬ 
luted  the  venerable  Calvus,  who  was  intimate  friend  of  Bene¬ 
dict,  and  who,  seeing  in  Francis  the  very  image  of  bis  fother, 
could  not  think  of  parting  with  him.  Thus,  having  almost  travel¬ 
led  over  all  France,  and  having  left  a  gtateful  remembrance  of 
himself  in  every  place,  Turrettine  returned,  enriched  with  the 
knowledge  of  men  and  things,  to  his  native  country. 

The  time  was  now  come,  when  those  talents,  committed  to  him 
by  God,  should  be  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  church.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  he  was  set  apart  to  the  holy  ministry  anno  1647;  and  in  the 
following  year  was,  with  the  consent  of  the  senate,  admitted  a  pasr* 
tor  of  this  church.  He  first  exercised  his  talents  in  the  Italiaa 
congregation ;  for  he  could  preach,  with  equal  facility,  in  the 
French,  Latin,  and  Italian  languages.  Whenever  he  began  to 
speak  in  public,  all  acknowledged .  his  father  revived  in  him,  and 
admired  Benedict  in  Francis.  As  often  as  he  ascended  the  pulpit^ 
all  docked  after  him.  Such  was  the  power  of  his  eloquence,  such 
his  commanding  manner  and  majestic  mien,  that  he  seemed  ts 
have  been  educated  at  Athens  itself;  and  beg^t  an  attention  in  the 
audience  which  nothing  could  interrupt,  and  an  eagerness  scarce¬ 
ly  ever  to  be  satisfied,  as  he  conciliated  the  regard  of  all  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Geneva,  and  the  senate  were  so  pleased  with  his  abilities, 
they  oftener  than  once  offered  him  a  professorship  in  philosophy; 
this,  however,  be  as  often  refused. 

The  fame  of  Turrettine  was  not  confined  to  the  narrow  pre¬ 
cincts  of  Geneva.  The  church  of  Lyons,  which  had  lately  lost 
the  very  valuable  Aaron  More,  their  pastor,  invited  Turrettine,  by 
letter,  to  supply  his  place,  in  the  words  of  the  man  of  Macedonia, 
“  Come  over  and  help  us.”  This  call,  with  the  consent  of  the  se¬ 
nate,  he  accepted ;  and  was  received  at  Lyems  with  every  mark 
of  affection  and  esteem.  The  church  of  Lyons  had  not  been  mis¬ 
informed  about  their  illustrious  pastor ;  for  he  so  exerted  himself, 
that,  though  he  was  but  one  year  among  them,  the  flames  which 
raged  before  in  that  congregation  were  extinguished,  and  the  most 


perfect  tranquillity  was  restored.  He  was,  during  his  short  stay, 
eminently  successful.  The  church  of  Lyons  was  very  unwilling 
to  part  with  him;  but  his  native  country  could  not  want  such  a 
man  any  longer.  He  left  a  sorrowful  people  in  Lyons;  and  re¬ 
turning  in  safety,  was  received  at  Geneva  with  open  arms ;  it  be¬ 
ing  resolved,  that  he  should  teach  divinity  in  the  place  of  the  vene¬ 
rable  Tronchin,  who  was,  through  old  age  and  infirmity,  unable 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office.  Turrettine  accordingly  as¬ 
cended  the  theological  chair  in  the  year  1653,  and  delivered  an 
inaugural  oration  on  the  first  verse  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews, 
which  gained  applause  from  all  his  auditors. 

From  this  day  he  devoted  all  his  time  and  abilities  to  the  du¬ 
ties  of  his  office ;  and  how  much  knowledge  he  acquired,  and  with 
what  assiduity  and  learning  he  taught,  let  others  say.  It  would  be 
fulsome  for  me  to  say  too  much  of  my  dear  deceased  uncle,  let 
others  inform  posterity  how  much  he  did  to  promote  the  glory 
and  kingdom  of  Christ ;  to  overthrow  the  power  and  tyranny  of 
Antichrist ;  what  was  his  incessant  solicitude  for  the  good  of  the 
church;  how  solidly  and  learnedly  he  explained  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  not  with  the  enticing  words  of  man’s  wisdom,  but  feeding 
his  hearers  with  sound  doctrine,  keeping  the  medium  between 
farcical  ostentation  and  a  creeping  vulgarity,  and  exercising  the 
greatest  fear,  lest  the  majesty  of  divine  truth  should  sink  in  the 
glare  of  pompous  expressions.  Let  others  relate,  with  what  bold¬ 
ness  he  lashed  the  manners  of  our  age,  how  neither  the  blandish¬ 
ments  of  the  polite,  nor  the  frowns  of  power,  could  make  him 
hold  his  peace.  With  what  intrepidity  of  soul,  and  force  of  ex¬ 
pression,  did  he  thunder  agmnst  the  vicious  and  profane !  How 
did  he,  with  showers  of  tears,  call  the  wicked  to  repentance?  be¬ 
seeching  and  warning  every  man,  not  in  passionate  irritating 
words,  but  with  the  yearnings  of  a  father  over  his  profligate  son. 
With  what  diligence  he  taught  in  the  theological  chair !  With 
what  ease  he  made  dark  things  clear,  distinguished  between  truth 
and  error,  solved  difficult  questions  in  divinity,  followed  the  sophist 
into  his  lurking  places,  and  pursued  the  enemy  of  truth  through 
all  his  windings!  AH  the  pastors  of  the  Church,  except  three  or 
four,  were  nursed  under  his  care;  and  though  we  should  be  silent, 
many  eminent  divines  in  France,  and  Holland,  and  Switzerland, 
will  tell  what  a  teacher  he  was.  Would  to  God  he  had  been  teach¬ 
ing  still  ! 


[To  be  concluded  in  our  next»'\ 


RELIGIOUS  AND  MORAL  DISCUSSIONS 


I  We  admit  the  following  discussion  into  the  Magazine,  at  the 
earnest  request  of  the  author,  and  because  it  contains  a  num¬ 
ber  of  important  ideas.  But  we  fear  that  the  drift  of  the  writer 
may  not  readily  be  seen  by  a  number  of  our  readers,  who  arc 
unacquainted  with  the  local  circumstances  which  gave  rise  to 
the  discussion.  We,  therefore,  remark,  that,  if  we  rightly  ap¬ 
prehend  the  writer’s  scope,  it  is  to  show  that  a/ioruora  ought 
'never  to  be  admitted  in  the  administration  of  baptism;  or  that 
children  ought  never  to  be  baptized  at  all,  whose  parents  are 
not  qualiBed  to  offer  them  to  God  in  that  ordinance.'] 

Mr.  Editor, 

In  the  presbytery,  to  which  I  belong,  there  was,  at  their  meet¬ 
ing  in  die  fail,  a  conversation  that  had  some  relation  to  baptism. 
The  particular  circumstances  of  the  case  that  occasioned  the  con¬ 
versation,  are  not  recollected  with  precision  sufficient  to  justify  aa 
attempt  to  give  them  in  detail.  I  chuse  rather  to  state  my  senti¬ 
ments  generally ;  as  a  general  view  of  the  subject  will  embrace 
the  principle  in  question,  and  save  me  the  danger  of  misrepresent¬ 
ing  the  sentiments  of  others. 

The  conversation  had  no  relation  to  the  morality  of  paedobap- 
tism.  Here  we  are  all  agreed.  But  it  embraced  the  principle  of 
admitting  infants  to  baptism,  whose  parents  are  not  members  of 
the  visible  church.  Under  present  impressions  it  appears  to  me 
that,  if  the  antipxdobaptists  make  the  door  too  narrow,  others 
make  it  too  wide.  I  am  of  opinion  that  infants,  descended  from 
parents  who  are  members  of  the  visible  church,  or  one  of  whom, 
at  least,  is  a  member  of  the  visible  church,  are,  iij  foro  ecclesixy  en¬ 
titled  to  baptism  ;  and  that  infants  of  a  different  description  have 
no  such  right.  I  speak  of  their  right  before  the  church.  De  occtU- 
non  judicat  eccleaia.  In  this  opinion  I  am  supported,  I  think,  by 
our  catechisms,  by  the  directory,  and  by  the  word  of  God,  which 
is  the  supreme  rule. 

Intending  brevity,  I  omit  quotations  here ;  and  proceed  to  con¬ 
sider  the  arguments  of  those,  who  are  for  making  the  sacred  rite 
common  to  all  children,  without  regard  to  their  parents,  or  to  their 
own  capacity  to  give  consent  for  themselves ;  provided  that  the 
children  fall  under  the  jurisdiction  of  professing  Christians,  so  as 
to  depend  upon  them  for  education.  * 

1st.  Abraham  was  commanded  to  circumcise  all  that  were  in 
his  house ;  and  it  was  a  law  in  Israel  that  all  male  servants,  as  well 
as  native  Israelites,  should  be  circumcised. 
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That  baptism,  under  the  New  Testament,  is  what  circum¬ 
cision,  considered  as  a  seal  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  was  under  the’ 
Old ;  that,  when  we  contend  for  paedobaptism.  we  stand  on  Abra- 
hamic  ground ;  that  the  church  membership  of  infants  was  never 
annulled ;  and  that  they  are  still  to  be  admitted  to  it  by  a  religious 
rite,  I  am  fully  convinced.  It  is  observed  by  Mr.  Edwards,  in  his 
candid  and  weighty  reasons  for  renouncing  antipxdobaptism%  that 
^  When  a  positive  institute  is  connected  with  a  promise,  all,  who 
are  contsdned  in  the  promise,  have  a  right  to  the  institute ;  and,  if 
a  promise  give  a  right  to  an  institute,  the  institute  must  belong  to 
all,  who  are  interested  in  the  promise.”  The  promise  was  to  Abra¬ 
ham,  and  to  his  seed.  It  was  to  them  as  his  offspring.  Hence  re¬ 
sulted  their  right  to  the  institute.  Was  circumcision  a  duty?  It 
was,  also,  a  privilege ;  a  privilege  peculiar  to  persons,  who  were 
in  covenant  with  God.  Admitting  that  the  privilege  was  not  limit¬ 
ed  to  Abraham  and  his  natural  [X)steriiy,  still  it  is  true,  that  it  was 
peculiar  to  those  who  were  externally  in  covenant  with  God,  and 
to  their  offspring. 

But  Abraham  was  commanded  to  circumcise  cTcry  one  bom 
in  his  house,  and  him  that  was  bought  with  his  money.  “  There 
is  no  room  to  doubt,”  says  Dr.  Guyse,  “  considering  Abraham’s 
character,  but  that,  when  God  first  made  his  covenant  with  him 
and  his  seed,  and  ordered  every  male  in  his  house  to  be  circum¬ 
cised,  all  the  adult  males  of  his  family  were  instructed  in  the 
knowledge  of  God,  and  of  his  covenant,  in  order  to  their  having 
the  token  of  it  applied  to  them,  as  well  as  to  the  children  and  him¬ 
self,  according  to  God’s  appointment.”  Says  another  eminent  di¬ 
vine,*  “  The  first  subjects  recipient  of  circumcision,  were  men  at 

•  The  Rev.  Mr.  Boston.  It  may  not  be  useless  to  introduce  a  charac¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  Boston’s  writings,  extracted  from  a  Scotch  publication  of  re¬ 
cent  date.  Speaking  of  his  “  View  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,”  the  writer 
says,  “  It  is  a  book  of  a  small  size ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  incomparably  the 
best  ever  written  on  the  subject  by  an  uninspired  man.  This  book,  as  is 
well  known,  was  written  by  that  great  man  of  -God,  the  late  Rev.  Mr. 
Thomas  Boston,  of  Ettrick;  a  man,  in  my  estimation,  the  first  our  island 
has  produced.  While  the  Redeemer  has  a  church  on  earth,  his  name,  1 
km  persuaded,  will  be  savoury  in  it.  With  honour  will  his  incomparable 
writings  transmit  it  to  the  latest  ages.  Especially  has  he  done  the  most 
essential  service  to  the  truth  by  his  View  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  and 
by  his  explanator}^  notes  on  ”  The  Marrow  of  Modern  Divinity.”  Many, 
great,  and  good  as  are  the  men,  who  have  appeared  and  written  in  Eu- 
rop>e,  especially  in  our  favoured  island,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
protestant  reformation,  the  nature  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  of  the  law, 
a;xd  of  the  gospel,  v  ith  the  essential  difference  between  the  two,  seem 


•ft;  iftd  thf-n  the  inftims  by  right  dtrfVed  from  them;  tod  to  fe 
l>e  contintied  in  the  church ;  the  males  always  to  be  circumcised 
in  their  Infancy.”  The  law  obliged  all  male  thiWren  among  them 
to  be  circumcised;  But  iti  also,  obliged  them,  says  he,  to  be  sub¬ 
jects  theologically  capable  of  the  ordinance.” 

h  was,  indeed,  a  la#  in  Israel,  that  all  male  servants,  as  wdl 
as  native  Israelites,  should  be  circumcised :  a  law  sanctioned  by  a 
tremendous  penalty.  The  uncircumcised  man-child  was  to  be  cut 
off  from  his  people ;  though  “  the  la#  appears  not  to  have  affected 
the  child  till  he  grew  up,  and  wilfully  neglected  the  ordinance  for 
himself.”  It  is  as  expressly  a  law  in  our  Christian  Israel  that  all 
should  be  baptized.  But  it  is  no  less  a  law  in  Israel  that  the  sub¬ 
jects  of  a  positive  institute  should  possess  the  necessary  qualifica¬ 
tions.  The  command  of  God,  in  relation  to  an  ordinance  imposes 
an  obligation  upon  all,  to  whom  the  command  is  directed,  to  make 
use  of  that  ordinance ;  but  givea  not  a  right  to  H.  A  sealing  or¬ 
dinance  is  to  be  considered  in  two  views;  as  a  duty,  and  as  a  privi¬ 
lege.  A  duty,  because  commanded :  a  privilege,  because  allowed 
only  to  a  certain  description  of  persons.  Hence  some  special 
qualifications  are  required.  It  was  necessary  that  the  person,  who 
had  a  right  to  circumcision,  should  be  one  externally  in  covenant 
with  God ;  and  the  child’s  rig^t  depended  upon  the  visible  state  of 
the  parent. 

If  the  impiety  or  profaneness  of  the  Jewish  parents  excluded 
their  children  from  circumcision,  why  should  not  these  things 
have  a  similar  effect  on  the  subjects  of  the  Christian  circumcision^ 
That  the  Jews  were  excommunicated  for  impiety  and  profaneness 
will  not  be  denied.  And  Godwin  in  his  Moaea  and  jlaron^  tells  us 
that  the  children  of  those  who  were  excommunicated  with  the 
least  degree  of  excommunication,  called  Mddtdy  were  not  circum¬ 
cised.  , 

2d.  Another  argument  is  taken  from  the  words  of  the  sposde 
Peter  in  Acts  ii.  39. 

To  my  apprehension,  the  apostle’s  words,  in  their  connexion, 
clearly  prove  the  unlawfulness  of  a  promiscuous  admission  of  in¬ 
fants  to  baptism.  Refimt^  and  be  bafitized^  evtry  one  of  youj  in  the 
name  of  Jeaua  Chriat  for  the  remiaaion  of  atna^  and  ye  ahall  receive 


aot,  to  me,  ever  to  have  been  so  well  understood  till  “  The  View  of  the 
Covenant;”  the  Notes  upon  the  Marrow,”  by  this  singular  Chris¬ 
tian  and  eminent  minister,  were  published  and  read.  These  two  books, 
therefore,  I  must,  in  the  warmest  manner,  recommend,  to  the  most  at¬ 
tentive  perusal  of  all  my  hearers  and  readers,  and  to  every  person,  who 
withes  to  obtain  dear  tkws  of  ihe  scheme  of  redemption.**  ^ 

VoL.  III.  3 


the  gift  of thelhly  GhoeU  For  the  firoimie  ie  uMO  yoUj  and  tOpmr 
dren^  and  to  all  that  are  afar  ojf\  even  ae  many  aa  the  Lord  our  God 
ehall  call.  The  call  iS)  Repent  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you\  He. 
The  motive  is^  For  the  prondaey  He.  That>  in  the  call  to  be  baptizedi 
the  children  arc  comprehended  with  the  parents  I  freely  admit. 
But  it  must  be  obvious  to  every  one  that  the  Apostle  required  the 
repentance  of  the  parents  antecedently  to  their  own  rights  or  their 
children’s  right  to  the  positive  institute ;  that  it  behooved  them  to 
give  evidence  of  their  repentance  before  the  right  was  acknow¬ 
ledged  ;  and  that,  till  then,  the  Apostle  refused  to  baptize  either 
themselves  or  their  offspring.  They  were  to  be  baptized  for  what  ? 
For  the  rermaaion  of  aina.  They  were  to  be  baptized  in  what  I  In 
the  name  of  Jeaua  Chriat.  But  how  could  tliey,  or  their  children 
be  baptized  thus  before  the  parents  professed  their  faith  and  re¬ 
pentance  ?  To  be  baptized  for  the  remission  of 'sins  is  to  be  bap¬ 
tized  in  testimony  of  the  remission  of  sins ;  as  protestant  writers 
understand  the  words  in  opposition  to  papists.  The  promise  is 
said  to  be  to  all,  whom  the  Lord  our  God  ahall  call,  as  much  as 
to  the  persons,  whom  the  Apostle  immediately  addressed.  But 
how  could  the  Gentiles,  who  were  not  yet  called,  have  a  present 
right  to  the  positive  institute  ?  It  is  vain  to  pretend  that  the  case 
is  different  with  respect  to  parents,  who  have  been  baptized.  If 
they  have  practically  renounced  their  baptism,  they  have  forfeited 
their  visible  right ;  and  their  repentance  is  as  necessary  as  if  they 
had  never  been  baptized ;  nay,  more  necessary. 

3d.  The  Apostles  baptized  whole  families  without  any  excq>- 
tion. 

^  All  the  examples  of  baptism  recorded  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,”  says  Mr.  Boston,  hold  forth  none  to  have  been  baptized 
but  those,,  who,  before  baptism,  appeared  to  be  savingly  interest¬ 
ed  in  Christ.”  That  the  Apostles  baptized  whole  families  is  ccr- 
tiun.  That  there  were  infants  in  those  families  is  highly  probable. 
But  to  say  that  the  Apostles  baptized  infants,  neither  of  whose 
parents  professed  faith  in  the  Redeemer  of  the  world,  and  sub¬ 
jection  to  his  laws  is  gratia  dictum.  In  the  history  of  the  baptism 
of  households  1  can  perceive  nothing  .to  warrant  siich  a  conclu- 
.:Sion.  What  do  we  read?  We  read  that  the  illustrious  prisoners 
at  Philippi  spake  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  the  jailor,  and  to  all 
that  were  in  his  house ;  that  he  and  all  his  were  baptized  straight¬ 
way  ;  and  that  he  rejoiced,  believing  in  God  with  all  his  house ; 
or,  according  to  Mr.  Henry’s  criticism,  he  believing,  rejoiced  all 
the  house  over.  It  is  not  said  that  all  in  his  house  were  baptized 
upon  a  personal  profession  of  faith  \  but  that  upon  his  believing 


k»  and  tlMkis  were  baf>ti«ed.  With  others^  I  consider  this  as  a 
plain  intimation  that  his  profession  of  faith  entitled  his  offspring, 
as  well  as' himself,  m  /bro  rcclena^  to  the  seal  of  the  covenant. 
But,  if  it  be  supposed  that  he  had  infants  in  his  family,  who  were 
not  hts  own  offsprings  it  may,  with  equal  probability,  be  supposed 
that  be  had  adults  in  his  service.  But  will  any  pretend  that  the 
Apostles  baptized  adults  who  did  not  make  a  fiersonal  profession 
of  their  ora  &kh  I  *Mr.  Thomson,  in  his  catechism,  says  that 
^  households  of  any  note  were  made  up,  as  much,  if  not  more, 
of  servants  of  all  s'zes  and  ages  as  of  children.^’ 

'Doubtless  the  doctrine  and  the  practice  of  the  Apostles  were 
in  exact  harmony.  The  supposition  that  the  Apostles  baptized 
infants,  neither  of  whose  parents  professed  faith  in  Christ  and 
obedience  to  him  appears  to  be  inconsistent  with  what  they  taught. 
The  words  of  the  Apostle  Peter,  which  have  been  considered, 
are  precisely  in  point.  Of  similar  impoit  are  the  words  of  the 
Apostle  Paul'  in  1  Cor.  vii.  14.  The  unbelieving  huabandj  u  aancti^ 
Jbed  'by  the  vftfe;  and  the  unbelieving  vnfe  it  eanctified  by  the  hu9^ 
band;  eUe  wre  your  children  unclean^  but  now  are  they  holy.  The 
acceptation  of  the  epithets,  unclean  and  holy^  in  this  connexion,  isr 
too  well  understood  to  be  mentioned.  To  say  that  they  signify  no 
more  than  illegitimate  and  legitimate  is  to  make  them  bend  to  a 
person’s  own  humour.  Dr.  Guyse  has  a  long  note  on  this  verse, 
which  deserves  ja  reading..  He  states  that  a  credible  profession 
of  faith  and  holiness  by  the  parents  is  to  be  considered  as  entailing 
a.  relative,  federal  holiness  on  their  children,  and  entitling  them  to 
baptism;  that  we  have  reasonable  ground  of  hope  for  the  salva¬ 
tion  of  the  children  of  believers,  who  die  in  infancy,  since  they 
live  not  so  long  as  to  be  capable  of  renouncing  the  gracious  cove¬ 
nant,  which  God  macle  with  their  parents,  and  with  them ;  and 
that’there  is  a  great  difference  between  them  and  the  dying  in- 
£emts  of  unbeliever  and  heathens,  who  must  be  left  to  the  uncovt^ 
nanted  mercy  of  God. » The  very  learned  Witsius  is  of  opinion  that 
all  federated  elect  infants  are  regenerated  before  baptism.*  To 
this  opinion,  much  as  1  revere  the  judgment  of  the  great  man,  I 
cannot  subscribe.  But  baptism  is  to  be  administered  to  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  believing  parents  as  disciples  of  the  blessed  Saviour. 

4th.  ’Tis  the  common  way  in  the  church,  when  the  children 
of  scandalous  persons  are  admitted  to  baptism,  for  some  of  their 
ifiends,  who  are  orderly,  and  willing  to  engage  for  their  educa¬ 
tion,  to  be  taken  for  sponsors.” 


*  Exerc.  de  eff.  bapt.  ^  32. 


Tb^  question  h  Holy  Whal  id.  the  cQfUmdNi  The  j^otf^Am 

is,  What  is  the  right  way  I  . !  • 

Nor  has  the  present  discussion  any  relation  to  0wnlaiow  pere 
sons*  To  confound  scandal  with  cnitie  is  sophjbtry* -A  period 
may  be  scandalous,  and  not  habutuaily  profane.  But,  if  thciparenta 
be  under  scandal,  why  hasted  the  baptism  of  their  child  before 
the  scandal  be  removed  ^ 

Add  to  this  that  the  obligation  to  bring  up  a  iiuld  in  ttie  nur» 
ture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord  is  antecedent  to  baptism.  That 
baptism  is  a  most  important  means  of  salvation ;  that  it  is  intended 
to  engage  the  attention  of  parents  and  othcra  to  the  rising  gene¬ 
ration  ;  that  it  ought  not  to  be  neglected  when  it  can  be  done  ba 
a  consistent  manner,  I  most  readily  acknowledge.*  But,  if  1  have 
a  child  under  my  care,  who  is  not  baptized,  l  am  bound  by  tbb 
divine  law  to  give  the  child  a  Christian  education.  Wkh  respect 
to  sin  or  to  duty,  oaths  and  vows  add  nothing  to  the  original  au¬ 
thority  of  God  in  his  law ;  though  they  tend  to  impress  that 
authority  more  deeply  upon  the  conscience.  Those,  then, '  whUk 
suppose  that  they  are  at  liberty  to  neglect  the  Christian  educa* 
tion  of  unbaptized  children  are,  indeed,  uiider  a  very  grievoua 
mistake. 

5th.  Still  we  hear  it  repeated  that  it  is  a  person’s  duty  to  pre* 
sent  all  children,  who  fall  under  his  jurisdiction,  for  baptism,! 
without  regard  to  their  parents,  to  their,  own  capacity  to  give  ebn^ 
sent  for  themselves. 

God>  forbid  that  I  should  attempt  to  dissuade  any  person  from 
doing  his  duty  1  In  writing  this,  I  am  fuliilUng  an  office  of  kiud^ 
ness  to  myself  if  not  to  others.  An  oppressed  mind  will  now  be 
more  at  rest. 

If  others  entertain  diffitrent  sentiments,  i  presume  not  to  dic¬ 
tate  to  them.  But  why  make  a  discrimination  ?  What  better  right 
to  the  seal  of  the  covenant  has  the  child  of  a  baptized  infidel  than, 
the  child  of  a  despised  African,  who  li\^  tn.h  Christian  country  I 
Whatl  present  children  to  God  in  baptism,  and  solemnly  engage 
to  bring  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  and, 
after  this,  sell  them  while  in  a  state  of  minority- 1  Sell  them !  tb 
whom  ?  to  persons,  from  whom  they  can  reasonably  expect  a  re¬ 
version  of  pious  offices  ?  No;  but  to  persons,  who  will  rather  obli¬ 
terate  every  religious  impression. 

An  admission  to  baptism,  too  promiscuoQs,  I  consider  a  profa¬ 
nation  of  the  holy  covenant  of  our  God.  Is  not  the  ordinance  of 
baptism  a  seal  of  the  same  covenant  with  the  Lord’s  supper  ? 


61 


Wh)r9.'6iefi^  BO  Yisiblf  Hlegntde  it  ?  Why  unk  it  to  Ou*  below  the 
other  Mcrament  in  human  estimation  ? 

But  would  the  exclusion  of  the^  children  of  parents^  who  plain-^ 
ly  show  that  they  regard  not  the  ends  and  uses  of  the  sacred  rite^ 
be  a  real  injury  to  the  former,  or  to  the  latter  I  It  would,  1  think, 
have  a  good  effect  on  the  parents,  on  the  children,  and  on  others. 

-  On  the  parents.  Were  their  children  to  be  debarred  from  the 
seal  of  the  covenant  till  they  reformed,  would  it  not  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  bring  them  to  repentance  and  reformation  ? 

*  On  the  children.  When  they  arrive  at  the  years  of  refiection, 
and  see  how  their  parents  live,  and  have  always  lived,  what  caw 
they  think  ?  Our  parents  baptized !  We  baptized  I  They  tell  nt 
that  we  were  devoted  to  God  in  our  infancy !  But  so  were  they ; 
and  we  live  as  wc  see  them  livel  Were  they  to  be  kept  from  bap¬ 
tism  till  either  their  parents  reform,  or  till  they  themselves  give 
evidence  of  their  right  to  baptism  by  their  personal  conduct, 
would  it  not  have  a  tendency  to  induce  tliem  to  seek  the  know¬ 
ledge  0^  God,  and  to  study  a  conversation  becoming  the  gospel  f 

On  others.  Would  it  not,  at  least,  remind  the  young  persons 
of  their  own  baptism  ? 


ENOCH.—No.  IV. 

1  HAVB  considered  Enoch’s  translation  as  it  probably  appear¬ 
ed  to  those  who  were  on  earth  at  the  period  when  it  tcx>k  place ; 
his  translation,  as  experienced  by.  himself,  and  in  the  instruction 
which  it  affords  to  future  ages,  deserves  every  attention. 

Enoch  did  die^  it  is  true,  but  he  underwent  eome  change. 
^  Flesh  and  blood  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God,  neither  doth 
“  corruption  inherit  incorruption.”  To  capacitate  men  to  lead  the 
lives  of  celestials,  they  must  exchange  corrufition  for  incorrufuion^ 
(iuhpnpur  for  gioryy  Vfeakne^ie  for  /iowevy  a  natural  body  for  a 
tusU^  How  this  was  effected,  in  the  present  instance,  is  by  no  means 
material  to  inquire.  Changing  a  body  eaithly,  at  once  into  a  body 
spiritual,  requires  only  the  same  power  as  to  revive  the  body 
upon  which  death  has  preyed,  and  to  render  it,  when  revived, 
immortal.  In  this  instance,  therefore,  the  old  world  had  instruc¬ 
tion,  which  assured  them,  tliat  the  body  couU  be  so  changed  as 
to  enable  the  individual  to  dwell  with  immortals  and  to  lead  their 
lives. 

Elijah,  like  Enoch,  at  a  different  period  of  the  world,  was  car¬ 
ried  bodily  to  heaven.  In  honour  of  Christ,  after  he  had  expired 
on  the  tree,  the  graves  were  opened ;  and  many  bodies  of  the 
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saints  ^hich  slept  arose,  and  came  out  of  the  ^ves  af^r  his  re* 
surrection,  and  went  into  the  holy  city,  and  appeared  unto*  many.^  ’ 
Matt,  xxvii.  52,  53. **  ^  : 

The  saints,  found  on  earth  when  Christ  shall  come  to  judge 
the  world,  shall  be  caught  up  into  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  l^iord 
in  the  air.  Of  these,  the  apostle  expressly  declares,  “  They  shall 
not  sleep he  means,  they  shall  not  die,  but  they  ^  shall  all  be 
changed,  in  a  moment,'  in  the  twinkling'  of  an  eye,  at  the  last 
trump ;  (for  the  trumpet  shall  sound ;)  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised 
incorruptible,  and  we  sliall  be  changed.  P'or  this  corruptible  must 
put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  mu9t  put  on  immortality.  So 
when  this  corruptible  shall  have  put  on  incorniption,  and  this 
mortal  shall  have  put  on  immortality,  then  shall  be  brought  to 
pass  the  saying  that  is  written,  Death  is  swallowed  up  in  victo¬ 
ry.”  I  Cor.  XV.  52—54/ 

In  Enoch  and  Elijah  we  have  instances  of  what  shall  take 
place  on  those  who  do  not  aleefiy  but  shall  be  changed.  In  Christ, 
and  in  these  saints  who  arose  from  their  graves,  after  having  been 
detsdned  there  for  a  time,  (Christ  until  the  third  day,  these  saints 
until  mouldered  into  dust')  we  have  instances  of  the  resurrection 
of  the  body,  when  all  who  are  in  .their  graves  shall  hear  the  voice 
of  the  Son  of  man,  and  shall  come  forth ;  they  that  have  done 
good  to  the  resurrection  of  life,  and  they  that  ha[ve  done  evil  to 
the. resurrection" of -damnation.  The  presence  of  Christ  and  of 
these  saints,  of  Enoch  and  of  Elijah  in  heaven,  is  the  most  con¬ 
vincing  evidence  to  the  spirits  made  perfect,  that  their  bodies 
shall  be  nused  from  the  dust,  and  greatly  'changed ;  whilst  the 
knowledge  of  such  facts  strengthens  and  confirms  the  fitith  of 
saints  on  earth  in  a  future  existence,  and  in  the  resurrection  of 
the  body.  '  ' 

'  '*.We  have  probably  in  Enoch’s  translation  a  specimen  of  what 
was  intended  for  men,  had  they  continued  innocent.  Death  had 
not  entered.  In  triumph  they  had  been  conveyed  one  after  ano¬ 
ther,  from  the  terrestrial  to  the  celestial  paradise ;  horses  of  fire, 
and  chariots  of  fire,  attending  to  assist  and  honour  their  removal.' 
But  ah  !  we  have' fallen  by  our  iniquity,  we  are  a  prey  to  death  ; 
having  our  house  in  the  grave,  our  bed  in  darkness saying  to  cor¬ 
ruption,  thou  art  our  father,  and  to  the  worm,  thou  art  our  mo¬ 
ther,  and  our  sister.  Mortifying,  degraded  state !  This  is  thy 
work,  O  Sin!  Thou  hast  robbed  us  of  our  immortality,  and  laid 
our  honours  in  the  dust. 

Although  fallen  and  degraded,  there  is  hope  concerning  us. 
By  the  faith  with  which  Enoch  was  animated,  producing  the  life 


63 


which  he  led)  we  may  yet  rise,  and  triumph.  I  say  not,  that  like 
Enoch  We  shall  be  translated  bodily  to  heaven.  This  was  an  uncom* 
inon  providence,  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  that  a§e  in  whicli  he 
lived;  but  the  same  necessity  no  longer  exists.  We  must  at  the  ap^ 
pointed  moment  put  off  the  body.  Death  is  the  way  to  life.  Justly 
has  a  mortification,  so  terrible  to  flesh  and  blood,  been  incurred ; 
but  believing  and  obeying  the  gospel,  we  may  descend  without 
dread.  The  struggle  shall  soon  be  over,  the  pang  momentary :  we 
shall  oteefi  only,  and  then  awake  in  glory. 

'  Enoch  vKia  not.— Let  the  earth  from  north  to  south,  from  east 
to  west  be  searched.  The  patriarch  could  not  be  found — he  es¬ 
caped.  But  from  whence  ?— from  a  foreign  land,  from  a  wilder¬ 
ness,  from  an  enemy’s  country,  where  we  find  ourselves  from 
home— -desdtute— and  in  danger — having  little  spirits  to  take  our 
harps  from  the  willows,  and  less  still  to  sing  the  songs  of  Sion. 
Happy  Enoch!  Thou  hast  finished  a  painful  journey,  thou  hast 
escaped  from  a  barren  land,  thou  no  more  seest  the  enemy,  the 
necessity  of  repelling  the  dangerous  assault  has,  to  thee,  for  ever 
ceased.  Let  me  also  escape,  will  the  afflicted  chrisUan  sometimes 
say.  1  long  to  sleep  and  to  be  quiet  Mere,  where  the  wicked  cease 
to  trouble,  and  where  the  weary  be  at  rest. 

Enoch’s  happiness  was  not  of  the  negative  kind  only.  God  took 
him”  from  earth  to  heaven,  and  placed  him  among  assembled 
saints.  He  had,  whilst  yet  on  earth,  conversed  with  Adam  and 
with  Seth ;  he  had  been  informed  of  Abel,  and  was,  ho  doubt,  in¬ 
structed  by  his  faith  and  piety.  The  saints  were  his  companions. 
He  had  seen  them  drop,  one  after  another,  into  the  grave ;  but 
they  were  not  lost:  he  met  them  all  in  a  better  world,  in  the  ce¬ 
lestial  paradise,  where  no  deceiving  serpent,  no  cruel  murderer, 
no  embittered  reviler,  shall  ever  enter.  With  what  congratulation 
was  he  received  by  his  former  friends,  and  by  those  whose  cha¬ 
racters  he  revered.  Though  unknown,  in  person,  their  feelings 
must  be  experienced  before  they  can  be  understood.  They  are 
heavenly — ever  excited,  and  kept  alive,  by  the  constant  addition 
of  friemlly  congenial  spirits,  all  of  whom,  are  ever  conscious,  and 
shall  continue  for  ever  to  be  conscious  of  that  presence,  which 
.imparts  to  all  celestials  fulness  of  joy,  and  pleasures  for  ever 
more. 

These  hopes  we  owe  to  thee.  Divine  Redeemer.  Thou  hast 
brought  life  and  immortality  to  light.  Faith  in  thee  calms  an  ac^ 
cusing  conscience,  and  inspires  the  soul  with  resolution  and  hope. 
I  see  my  fiiends  die,  and  it  agonizes  my  soul.  1  myself  must 
die.  Death  is  terrible.  The  thought  tortures  my  whole  &>me ; 
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but  I  cast  mf  c^eS  upon  a  crucified)  Ml  t^iftfiphant  Savioiwl  I 
•feel  relieved— I  breathe— I  live.  My  dear  departed  friends,  I  shall 
soon  be  with  you.  The  Saviour  livclh ;  therefore,  you  live,  and  I 
aboil  live.  Roll  on  ye  wheels  of  time,  roll  swiftly  on,  that  I  may 
sec  my  Saviour,  and  enter  the  mansions  which  he  has  ptepared 
for'all  his  sidnts.  Of  thy  approach.  Saviour  of  men,  I  am  well 
assured :  thy  approach  is  at  hand.  I  hear  a  voice  which  rovise^ 
animates,  enraptures  my  whole  soul.  It  is  the  voice  of  Jesus:  I 
come  quickly.  Amen,  eVen  “  so  come  Lord  Jesus.” 

^  PHILOLOGOS. 

Mr.  Editor, 

In  your  Magazine  for  last  month,  is  the  following  question 
among  others :  **  What  are  we  to  understand  by  Jephthah’s  doing^ 
vfith  ht9  daughter  according  to  his  vow;  did  he  really  sacrifice  her 
or  did  he  only  condemn  her  to  perpetual  virginity  ?”  It  is  well 
known  that  the  expositors  of  scripture  have  usually  considered 
either  the  one  side  or  the  other  of  the  alternative,  mentioned  in 
the  question,  as  necessarily  true ;  and  the  arguments  and  consi¬ 
derations  which  they  severally  produce  to  support  their  opinions, 
may  so  readily  be  found  in  almost  all  the  popular  commentaries 
on  the  Bible,  that  it  seems  to  me  scarcely  proper  to  introduce  them 
into  the  Magazine.'  Nor  am  I  able  to  suggest  any  thing  on  either 
side  of  the  alternative  proposed,  other  or  better  than  may  be  found 
in  the  works  to  which  I  have  referred.  But  in  reading  bishop 
Lowth’s  notes  on  his  new  translation  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  I  met 
with  something, incidentally  introduced,  relative  to  Jephthah’s  vow, 
which,  to  me,  was  entirely  novel.  The  note  of  I^owth,  is  on  the 
16th  verse  of  the  42d  chapter  of  Isaiah,  and  is  as  follows:  ^  Jar- 
chi,  Kimchi,  Sal.  b.  Melcch,  &c.  agree,  that  the  past  time  is  here 
put  for  the  future,  'n'Wy,  for  mrrK;  and,  indeed,  the  context  neces¬ 
sarily  requires  that  interpretation.  Further,  it  is  to  be  observed, 
thatca'n^y  is  for  CDtrb  'D'W,  I  hanfc  done  them^iov  I  have  done  for 
them;  as  is  for  'h  'n'tyjT,  I  have  made  myself  for  /  heeve  made 

for  myself;  Ezek.  xxix.  3.  and  in  the  celebrated  passage  of  Jeph- 
thah’s  Vow,  Judges  xi.  3 1 .  tmn'birm,  for  nViy  'n^yn,  I  will 
offer  him  a  burnt  offerings  for  I  will  offer  unto  him  (that  is,  unto 
Jehovah)  a  burnt  offering;  by  an  ellipsis  of  the  preposition,  of 
Which  Buxtorf  gives  many  other  examples.  Thes.  Grammar,  lib. 
ii^  17.  See,  also,  note  on  chap.  Ixv.  5.  A  late  happy  application 
of  this  grammatical  remark  to  that  much  disputed  passage,  has 
perfectly  cleared  up  a  difficulty,  which,  for  two  thousand  years, 
had  puzzled  all  the  translators  and  expositor^  had  given  oeeaslon 


tD  dissertations  without  number^  and  ciused'  endless  disimtes 
among  the  learned,  on  the  question^  whether  Jephthah  sacriBced 
his  daughter,  or  not :  in  which  both  parties  have  been  equally  ig^ 
norant  of  the  meaning  of  the  place,  of  the  state  of  the  fact,  and  of 
the  very  terms  of  the  vow :  which  now,  at  last,  has  been  cleared 
up  beyond  all  doubt,  by  my  very  learned  friend  Dr.  Randolph, 
Margaret  professor  of  divinity  in  the  university  of  Oxford,  in  his 
sermon  on  Jephthah's  vow:  Oxford,  1766.” 

From  the  criticism  on  the  original  words  here  given,  I  should 
conclude  that  the  opinions  of  those  who  maintain  that  Jephthah 
did  not  sacrifice  his  daughter,  would  be  favoured.  But  1  do  not 
see  how  this  is  to  be  reconciled  with  what  is  afterwards  said,  and 
which,  1  should  think,  would  1^  very  hard  to  prove ;  namely,  that 
^  both  parties  have  been  equally  ignorant  of  the  meaning  of  the 
place,  of  the  state  of  the  fact,  and  of  the  very  terms  of  the  vow 
and  I  extremely  regret  that  the  learned  commentator  did  not 
overstep  the  rigid  bounds  of  propriety,  to  which  he  always  con¬ 
fines  himself,  so  fiir  as  to  ^ve  us  some  of  the  leading  thoughts  of 
the  celebrated  sermon,  in  which  be  affirms  that  this  much  dis¬ 
puted  passage  is  now  at  last  cleared  up  beyond  ail  doubt***  Such  a 
positive  assertion  from  a  man  of  bishop  Lowih’s  modesty,  accu¬ 
racy,  and  learning,  has  excited  in  me  a  very  earnest  desire  to  sec 
the  publication  on  which  it  is  grounded.  There  is,  probably,  Mr. 
Editor,  no  person  in  the  United  States  who  is  more  likely  to  be 
able  to  obtain  this  publication  than  yourself.  If  it  is  not  to  be  had 
in  this  country,  there  is  little  doubt  that  your  correspondents  in 
London  can  furnish  it :  and  if  you  will  obtain  it,  and  give  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  it  in  the  Magazine,  you  will,  probably,  oblige  many  of 
your  friends,  beside 

BIBLICUS. 


Mr.  Farrand, 

O 

The  following  observations,  which  were  written  upon  reading 
“  Law’s  Serious  Call,”  appearing  to  afford  an  apposite  reply  to  a 
Query  in  the  Magazine  for  October,  How  far  attention  to  orna¬ 
ment  in  dress  is  allowable  in  a  Christian?”  are  offered  for  one  of 
your  numbers,  if  they  shall  be  thought  worthy  of  a  place  there. 

“  Law’s  CaH  to  a  devout  and  holy  Life”  has  the  merit  of  a 
work  of  close  and  strictly  logical  reasoning.  He  shews  the  wuver- 
Bol  obligations  of  piety  in  the  clearest  light.  He  goes  upon  this 
gpround,  ^  If  it  is  absurd^  unreasonable^  and  sinful^  to  offer  prayers 
to  God,  without  devotion,  reverence,  or  affection,  it  is  in  the  same 
degree,  absurd^  unreasonable^  and  sinful^  to  spend  our  lives  and  pix>- 
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perties  (which  are  the  gifts  of  God>  and  which  should  as  reason¬ 
ably  be  devoted  to  God  as  our  prayers)  in  opposition,  or  not  in 
conformity  to  his  will.  He  p^rovea  that  if  we  should  be  holy  in  our 
prayers,  we  should  be  aa  holy  in  our  lives.  W e  should  aim  at  the 
same  reference  to  God  in  all  our  actionay  as  in  our  prayers.  His 
principle  is  certainly  throughout  reasonable  and  excellent,  and 
must  appear  so,  to  every  unprejudiced  mind ;  but  his  application 
of  this  principle,  in  some  cases,  appears  to  be  too  ngid.  It  is,  in 
many  instances,  such  as  the  most  enlightened  and  conscientious 
chiistian  I  know,  would  except  to.  Yet  thia  should  not  sway  us, 
if  the  convictions  of  our  conscience  are  in  favour  of  it.  By  these 
we  shall  be  judged,  and  not  by  the  actions  or  opinions  of  others. 
The  character  of  Miranda  is  given  as  a  model  of  Christian  perfec¬ 
tion.  She  was  possessed  of  an  independent  fortune,  and  placed  in 
a  high  I'ank  in  society.  She  left  this  sphere  of  life  in  which  she 
had  been  placed  by  Providence,  and  almost  literally  sold  all  she 
had  to  feed  the  poor.”  This  character  is  certainly  not  one  that  can 
be  calculated  for  general  imitationy  or  the  distinctions  in  society 
would  at  once  be  abolished.  There  are  virtues  which  peculiarly 
belong  to  every  state,  and  which,  indeed,  owe  their  exiatence  to 
this  very  diversity.  Where  there  is  no  povertyy  there  could  be  no 
charity.  The  compassion  we  feel  for  the  poor  and  needy,  is  the  sen¬ 
timent  which,  more  than  any  other,  makes  us  feel  our  own  depen¬ 
dence  and  obligations  to  our  heavenly  Father.  If  there  are  dis¬ 
tinctions  of  rank,  there  must  be  a  proportional  distinction  in  the 
exterior,  in  modes  of  living,  in  dress,  in  furniture,  &c.  and  all  this 
may  be  maintained,  and  the  heart  be  uncorrupted  by  vanity  or 
sensuality;  and,  therefore,  not  be  inconsistent  with  Mr.  Law’s 
principlcy  though  it  is  so  with  his  example.  If  the  gratification  of 
the  palate,  beyond  what  is  necessary  for  the  sustenance  of  life,  be 
admissible,  then  varioua  dcgreea  of  it  (within  the  bounds  of  mode¬ 
ration)  must  be  also.  If  attention  to  ornament  in  clothing,  beyond 
what  is  necessary  to  decency,  be  admissible,  then  varioua  degrees 
(short  of  extravagance)  must  be  so  too.  As  to  the  first,  the  grati¬ 
fications  of  food ;  it  certainly  does  not  appear  the  intent  of  the  mer¬ 
ciful  Creator  and  bountiful  Benefactor  to  limit  his  creatures  to  mere 
supplies  for  the  demands  of  hunger.  The  earth  abounds  witli  pro¬ 
ductions  of  delicate  and  delicious  flavour,  calculated  at  once  to  sup¬ 
port  life,  and  confer  pleasure. 

The  same  holds  good  in  regard  to  ornament.  Nothwithstand- 
ing  tile  curse  pronounced  upon  the  earth,  at  the  first  introduction 
of  evil,  that  it  should  produce  “  thorns  and  briars,”  yet  God  was 
pleased  afterwards  to  declare  that  he  would  no  more  curse  the 
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ground  for  man’s  s^e;  hence  we  now  see  it  crowned  with  a 
thousand  beauties  to  charm  the  eye,  and  delight  the  heart.  The 
feeble  flower  and  grass,  which  to-day  is,  and  to-morrow  fades  and 
withers,  possess  inimitable  beauties.  If  the  beneficient  Creator  has 
given  us,  instinctively,  this  sentiment  of  complacency  and  delight 
in  the  contemplation  of  what  is  beautiful,  and  made  such  rich  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  gratification  of  this  sentiment,  it  allowable  and  i«- 
nocent  to  bestow  some  portion  of  our  time  and  property  on  such 
objects.  As  we  arc  inclined  to  admire  the  other  works  of  nature, 
so  we  feel  a  peculiar  delight  in  contemplating  personal  comeliness. 

A  portion  of  our  time,  and  property  may,  then,  be  innocently  be¬ 
stowed  on  this.  Beside  the  pleasure  we  derive  from  these  objects, 
this  pleasure  is  productive  of  many  good  effects.  Innocent  enjoy¬ 
ment  has  a  tendency'  to  sweeten  and  harmonize  the  temper,  and 
to  dispose  us  for  every  humane  and  virtuous  sentiment.  The  dis¬ 
position  which  we  natively  feel  to  please,  is  that  which,  perhaps, 
more  than  any  other,  cements  society- 

There;  can,  then,  remain  no  doubt,  but  that,  while  exercised, 
within  the  limits  of  moderation,  and  governed  by  their  state  and 
circumstances  in  life,  Christians  may,  without  violating  the  law  of 
duty,  pay  regard  to  ornament,  provided  they  do  not*  interrupt  the 
great  duties  of  religion,  faith,  judgment  and  charity. 

EUSEBIA.  * 

'  i'rom  the  Christian  Magazine. 

TO  A  FATHER  OF  A  FAMILY,  ON  HIS  NEGLECT  OF  THE  RELIGIOUS 

INSTRUCTION  OF  HIS  CHILDREN. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  HAVE  long  beheld  with  pleasure  your  numerous  family,  so 
healthy,  so  playful,  and  good-humoured,  and  have  often  thought 
that  you  have  peculiar  reason  for  gratitude  to  that  kind  Providence 
which  has  blessed  you,  in  this  respect,  above  most  of  your  neigh¬ 
bours.  But  love  to  your  soul  constrains  me  to  say,  that,  of  late,  I 
have  begun  to  alter  my  opinion.  Suspicions  that  you  are  inatten¬ 
tive  to  their  religious  instruction  rose  in  my  mind,  from  having 
incidentally  found  them  without  doors  at  play  on  the  evening  of 
a  Lord’s  day ;  and  ceitain  circumstances,  which  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me,  at  present,  to  mention,  have  confirmed  them,  and  suffer 
me  no  longer  to  doubt  that  you  are  extremely  negligent  of  this 
most  important  branch  of  parental  duty.  Under  this  impression, 
I  am  unable  to  congratulate  you,  as  I  otherwise  would,  on  the 
flourishing  condition  of  your  family.  My  heart  is  touched  with 
compassion,  when  I  reflect,  that  such  a  number  of  beautiful  pro- 


njising  ytjung;  creatures,  arc  committed  to  the  ebar^  of  a  parent 
who  cares  not  for  their  so^ils ;  ami  who,  while  he  labours  with  ex¬ 
emplary  diligence  to  have  them  comfortably  settled  m  the  world, 
seems  to  have  forgotten  that  it  is  a  higher  duty  which  he  owes 
them,  to  labour  for  their  spiritual  and  eternal  wdfare.  Nor  can  I 
be  insensible  to  the  awful  guilt  which  you  are  contracting  by  your 
infidelity  to  God,  and  to  them ;  for  while  your  negligence  may 
prove  fatal  to  your  young  charge,  you  are  preparing  for  yourself 
the  bitterest  regret  and  the  deepest  misery;  and  if,  through  the 
divine  mercy,  you  alter  not  your  course,  may,  in  the  issue,  find 
reason  to  conclude,  that  it  would  have  been  a  kindness  to  you  had 
God  either  refused  you  the  blessing  of  childreti,  or  taken  them 
from  you  in  infancy.  » 

You  will  do  me  great  injustice,  if  you  should  suppose  that  I 
mean  to  charge  you  with  that  dreadful  crime,  want  of  natural  af¬ 
fection  to  your  children.  I  know  that  you  love  them.  I  have  seen 
the  most  unquestionable  proofs  of  the  warmth  of  your  affection  for 
them ;  and  am  persuaded,  that  there  is  no  toil  to  which  you  would 
not  submit,  no  suffering  which  you  would  not  endure,  to  extricate 
them  fmm  any  imminent  danger,  or  to  procure  for  them  any  ne¬ 
cessary  comfort.  What  I  accuse  you  of,  is  indifference  to  their 
best  interests.  Your  affection  flows  in  much  too  narrow  a  channel. 
It  pours  its  full  stream  upon  their  temporal  concerns ;  it  wastes 
itself  upon  their  health,  their  maintenance,  their  education,  their 
future  establishment  in  the  world;  it  never  spreads  itself  abroad  to 
pour  any  of  its  copious  treasures  on  their  spiritual  estate.  This  it 
suffers  to  lie  uncultivated  and  waste;  and  while  you  ai*e  delighted 
with  the  prospects  which  are  daily  opening,  through  your  affec¬ 
tionate  care,  of  their  future  respectability  in  society,  you  seem  to 
be  unconscious  of  the  unpromising  appearances,  through  your 
negligence,  of  their  ever  attaining  respectability  in  the  church,  or 
a  happy  settlement  at  last  in  the  land  of  immortality.  While  you 
act  thus,  can  I  call  you  kind?  Can  I  say  that  you  love  your  chil¬ 
dren  ?  Ah,  no,  Sir,  you  are  really  unkind;  you  are  cruel;  with  all 
your  affection  for  them,  you  treat  them  as  if  you  hated  them. 
You  suffer  them  to  grow  up  in  ignorance  of  God;  you  make  no 
attempt  to  impress  their  consciences  with  the  guilt  and  misery  of 
their  natural  condition;  you  never  recommend  Christ  to  them  as 
their  only  Saviour  from  everlasting  ruin.  Your  rising  family 
starve,  and  though  you  can,  you  will  not  tell  them  where  to  find 
the  bread  of  life;  they  rush,  unconscious  of  it,  on  everlasting  de¬ 
struction,  and  though  you  cannot  be  ignorant  of  their  danger,  you 
will  not  put  yourself  to  the  trouble  of  warning  them;  and  what 
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more  decisive  proof  could  you  give  of  want  of  fceHng,  what  greater 
injury  could  you  do  them,  were  you  to  waste  in  riot  what  ought 
to  feed  and  clothe  them,  and  in  your  fits  of  intoxication  to  beat  and 
abuse  them  ? 

Had  you  been  a  person  ignorant  of  the  principles  of  religion, 
or  had  you  ever  gjvcn  me  reason  to  conclude  that  you  had  em¬ 
braced  those  princijdes  of  infidelity  which  are  now  so  prevalent» 
your  inattention  to  the  religious  instruction  of  your  fitmily  would 
have  excited  in  me  no  surprise.  But  when  1  consider  that  you  are 
capable  to  instmct  them,  and  make  the  customary  professions  of 
religion,  your  conduct,  I  confess,  fills  me  with  astonishment.  To 
what  shall  I  ascribe  it?  To  mere  indolence  of  temper?  Your  well 
known  activity  in  the  line  of  your  profession  forbids  me  to  make 
such  an  apology  for  you.  Or  to  the  extreme  hurry  of  worldly 
business,  which  requires  all  your  time,  and  engrosses  all  your 
thoughts  and  attention  ?  Although  I  fear  that  there  is  more  truth 
in  this  than  is  consistent  with  your  own  personal  safety,  yet  I  am 
unwilling  to  suppose  that  you  have  suffered  yourself  to  become  so 
much  the  slave  of  the  world  as  not  to  have  leisure,  at  least  on  the 
first  day  of  every  week,  for  attending  to  your  own  spiritual  con¬ 
cerns,  and  those  of  vour  children.  Even  the  slave  has  the  Sabbath 
allowed  him  as  a  holy-day.  When  most  distracted  by  the  concerns 
of  time,  we  have,  in  the  divine  mercy,  one  endre  day  in  seven 
given  us  as  a  respite  from  its  drudgery  and  carking  cares,  in  which 
we  are  permitted  to  breathe  a  freer  air,  and  to  occupy  ourselves 
in  nobler  affairs,  of  which  it  is  both  our  crime  and  our  misery  if 
we  should  suffer  the  impertinent  intrusions  of  the  world  to  rob  us, 
and  which  we  never  devote  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  given 
us,  when  it  is  not  employed  in  the  most  serious  attention  to  mat¬ 
ters  of  spiritual  concern.  What  can  prevent  your  diligence,  on  this 
day,  in  the  instruction  of  your  rising  family  ?  Nothing,  I  am  sure, 
which  your  own  conscience  can  justify;  nothing  but  want  of  in¬ 
clination.  Forgive  me  when  I  say  that  you  tempt  me  to  suspect 
that  you  are  yet  a  stranger  to  the  power  of  divine  grace  on  your 
own  heart;  for  I  confess  that  I  am  unable  to  explain  how  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  for  a  person  to  know  the  infinite  value  of  his  own  soul,  and 
to  make  no  account  of  the  souls  of  his  beloved  offspring;  to  expe¬ 
rience  the  grace  of  our  Loixl  Jesus  Christ  himself,  and  not  to  in¬ 
terest  himself  that  those  whom  he  dearly  loves  may  become  par¬ 
takers  of  the  same  felicity. 

I  trust  you  arc  not  deliberately  indifferent  whether  your  chil¬ 
dren  be  saved  or  perish.  You,  doubtless,  as  often  as  you  thiilk  on 
the  subject,  wish  them  to  be  happy  in  the  next  world  as  well  as  in 
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this.  But  how  do  you  imagine  that’  they  shall  be  so,  if  you  neglect 
all  the  means’  which  are "  appointed  for  securing  their  welfare  T 
Your  children  cannot  attain  eternal  life  without  walking  in  the  way 
which  leads  to  it ;  and  how  can  they  w'alk  in  it,  if  the  way  is  not 
shown  them?  The'  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  of  Jesus 
Christ,  whom  he  has  sent,  is  not  innate.  We  must  Icam  it  from 
the  scriptures,  for  in  them  alone  God  reveals  the  method  of  his 
grace  for  the  salvation  of  lost  mankind.  Your  children  may,  in¬ 
deed,  obtain  acqusuntance  with  Christ  in  their  maturer  years, 
tliough  you  should  totally  neglect  them  in  youth;  for  God  often 
shows  his  compassion  to  the  souls  of  those  on  whom  their  parents 
had  no  pity.  But  who,  think  you,  are,  humanly  speaking,  most 
likely  to  attain  the  knowledge  of  Christ  in  future  ?  Those  who 
were  instructed  in  the  great  doctrines  of  revelation,  and  had  them 
impressed  on  their  consciences  in  youth  ?  or  those  who  never  had 
the  scriptures  put  into  their  hands,  nor  the  truths  contained  in 
them  communicated  to  them  in  their  earlier  days  ?  Common  sense 
and  common  observation  furnish  an  answer.  Teach  children  the 
principles  of  religion  with  ever  so  much  care,  and  it  is  possible 
they  may,  when  grown- up,  neglect  and  despise  all  that  they  were 
taught;  for  thei’e  is  no  absolute  certainty  that  those  who  have  been 
trained  up  in  the  way  in  which  they  should  go,  will  not,  when  old, 
depart  from  it.  *  But  suffer  them  to  grow  up  to  maturity  without 
the  knowledge  of  them,  and  whatever  natural  capacities  they  may 
possess,  they  will,  in  all  probability,  continue  as  ignorant  of  every 
thing  peculiar  to  Christianity,  as  the  Arab  of  the  desert,  or  the  un¬ 
tutored  Ethiopian.  What  else,  indeed,  can  be  expected?  The 
natural  inclinations  of  the  heart  are  not  to  seek  after  God.  Besides, 
those  who  have  been  neglected  in  youth  cannot  be  supposed  to  see 
the  importance  of  I'eligion,  or  to  make  the  knowledge  of  it  any 
object  of  their  serious ,  pursuit.  In  whatever  they  engage^  .the 
great  concern  is  commonly  neglected.  The  avocations  of  the 
world  occupy  their  time;  its  amusements  dissipate  their  minds; 
its  sinful  pursuits  harden  their  hearts.  They  are  left  without 
good  principles  as  the  means  of  guarding  them  against  the  seduc¬ 
tions  of  sin :  the  ground,  for  want  of  cultivation,  gets  over-run 
with  briars  and  thorns;  and  those  who  might,  by  early  care,  h^ve 
become  eminently  useful  ;in  the  world  and  the  church,  not  unfre-s 
quenlly  gratify  their  passions  without,  con troul,  disturb  society  by 
their  vices,  and  at  last  perish  miserably,  without  hope.  Mark,  Sir, 
the  probable^conSequences  of  your  inattention,  and  tremble.  You 
expose  them  to  the  awful  danger  of  perishing  through  lack  of 
knowledge,  and  bring  their  blood  on  your  own  head. 
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From  what  I  can  leam^  the  religious  instruction  of  your  chil¬ 
dren  is  the  only  part  of  their  education  which  you  neglect.  You 
know  of  what  importance  it  is  to  youth  to  be  early  instructed  in 
those  branches  of  leai'ning  which  may  be  subservient  to  their  fu^ 
ture  advancement  in  the  world,  and  especially  in  those  which  are 
necessary  for  the  stations  in  society  which  they  are  destined  to  fill; 
and  you  act  on  this  persuasion  in  giving  your  children  the  best 
education  which  your  circumstances  permit.  I  commend  your 
prudence.  You  do  more  for  their  futui’e  benefit  by  laying  out  your 
money  in  this  manner,  than  by  hoartling  a  much  greater  sum  to 
be  enjoyed  by  them  after  your  decease.  But  is  this  prudent  and 
kind,  and  is  it  not  an  object  of  much  higher  impoitance  to  have 
them  taught  the  fear  of  the  Lord  ?  Is  it  of  so  much  consequence 
in  your  eyes,  that  they  have  such  an  education  as  will,  if  improved, 
enable  them  to  act  their  part  in  society  with  propriety  and  credit, 
and  of  so  little  to  have  them  trained  up  in  the  nurture  and  admo¬ 
nition  of  the  Lord?  To  yourself  I  appeal,  if  religion  be  not  the 
one  thing  needful  for  young  and  old;  the  great  business  of  life,  to 
which  every  other  concern  ought  to  give  place  as  infinitely  infe¬ 
rior,  and  which,  if  neglected,  must  ensure  everlasting  and  irre¬ 
trievable  loss.  What  then  can  be  more  preposterous,  than  to  teach 
your  children  ^vlth  care,  and  at  great  expense,  what  may  be  use¬ 
ful  or  ornamental  to  them  as  mcinbei's  of  civil  society,  while  you 
suffer  them  to  gix>w  up  in  ignorance  of  all  that  interests  them  as 
the  subjects  of  the  divine  law,  and  as  creatures  who  must  appear 
at  the  divine  tribunal  ?  Every  argument  which  justifies  your  con¬ 
duct  in  sending  them  to  school  to  acquire  any  of  the  ordinary 
branches  of  education,  operates  with  peculiar  force  to  condemn 
your  inattention  to  their  immortal  interests.  You  are  self-con¬ 
demned,  while  you  pay  such  attention  to  the  less,  and  neglect  the 
greater  and  more  important.  Where,  let  me  repeat  it,  for  I  wish 
you  to  be  impressed  with  it,  whei*e  is  your  love  to  them,  when 
you  treat  them  so  cruelly  ?  I  would  account  you,  you  w’ould  ac¬ 
count  youi*self  a  monster,  devoid  of  every  aimable  feeling  of  hu¬ 
man  nature,  if,  having  it  in  your  power,  you  should  neither  feed 
your  children  nor  clothe  them ;  if  you  should  not  even  fly  at  the 
first  alarm  to  their  deliverance,  when  you  saw  them  in  any  im¬ 
minent  danger  of  their  lives.  But  what  is  the  body  to  the  soul,  or 
what  time  to  eternity  ?  And  are  you  not,  in  fact,  more  unnatural 
when  you  care  not  for  their  nobler  part;  when  you  are  indifferent 
how  it  shall  fare  with  them  through  etemity;  when  you  will  neither 
instruct  them  yourself  in  the  great  principles  of  religion,  nor  put 
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them  ulider  the  tuition  of  those  who  would  ertdeavour  to  supply 
your  lack  of  serrice  ? 

Your  children  are  not,  indeed,  far  advanced  in  life ;  and  you, 
perhaps,  apolo^se  for  your  inattention  hitherto,  by  alleging  that 
there  is  not  much  time  lost,  and  that  it  will  be  soon  enough  to  talk 
to  them  on  the  subject  of  religion  when  their  judgment  is  more 
matured  by  years.  But  let  it  not  be  S2ud,  that  religious  instruction 
is  unsuitable  to  the  years  and  capacities  of  children  who  are  found 
capable  of  acquiring  any  other  part  of  knowledge.  There  is  no¬ 
thing  in  the  first  principles  of  religion  of  which  they  are  not  ca¬ 
pable  to  form  some  idea;  they  may,  at  least,  retain  them  in  their 
memory;  and  if  we  should  postpone  our  instructions  either  on  this 
or  other  subjects  till  the  judgment  is  capable  of  discerning  all  their 
importance  and  utility,  we  should  delay  instruction  till  it  is  more 
than  time  to  act,  and  till  the  mind,  occupied  by  other  subjects,  is 
less  capable  of  making  much  proficiency.  Religion  should  be  the 
first  and  the  last  of  our  studies.  Are  your  children  so  young  as 
to  discover  no  propensities  to  evil ;  and  arc  they  then  too  young 
to  be  told  their  danger,  and  to  be  informed  of  the  means  of  their 
safety?  You  are  not  ignorant  that  human  nature  is  depraved;  that 
the  seeds  of  all  those  vices  which  spring  up  in  the  life,  arc  sown 
in  our  hearts  in  the  womb;  and  that  example,  instruction,  advice, 
and  correction,  are  all  often  found  insufficient  to  curb  our  propen¬ 
sities  to  evil,  and  persuade  us  to  follow  what  is  good.  What,  then, 
is  to  be  done  ?  Shall  we  suffer  those  propensities  of  the  young  to 
evil  to  acquire  strength  by  habitual  indulgence,  before  we  judge  it 
time  to  begin  to  employ  any  means  to  correct  them  ?  Must  the 
disease  be  suffered  to  become  inveterate,  before  we  think  it  proper 
to  apply  an  antidote  ?  Must  a  soil  so  much  disposed  to  run  wild, 
be  neglected  till  the  weeds  have  struck  their  roots  deeper,  and 
sprung  up  into  luxuriance  ?  No,  certainly;  the  noxious  weeds  of 
sin,  which  are  sown  in  the  human  heart,  must,  if  possible,  be  root¬ 
ed  up  as  soon  as  they  begin  to  appear,  and  means  must  be  em¬ 
ployed  to  prevent  the  growth  of  those  which  have  not  yet  raised 
their  heads,  and  cause  them  to  perish  in  the  soil.  And  what  means 
more  proper  or  promising  than  the  early  instructions  and  whole¬ 
some  counsels  of  a  parent  who  fears  God?  Be  this,  I  entreat  you, 
your  study.  Remember  that  folly  is  bound  up  in  the  hearts  of 
your  children ;  that  they  went  astray  as  soon  as  they  were  born ; 
and  that  every  day  temptations  are  presenting  themselves  to  them 
to  lead  them  farther  astray,  and  to  fortify  their  hearts  more  against 
all  impressions  of  religion.  Endeavour  to  anticipate  Satan  and  the 
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Give  ttbt,  by  y6ur  dilatoriness,  ^atei^  adta!ita|{t 
than  they  already  possess,  to  effect  their  eTerlasting  min. 

I  assut*e  you  tlrat  the  longer  you  delay  commencing  theif  ft* 

^  tigious  instmetion,  the  more  difRcuIt  you  will  find  the  task  when 
you  attempt  it^  and  the  less  hope  will  you  have  of  success.  Thd 
period  of  youth  is  the  spring  of  life,  and  when  the  proper  season 
for  casting  in  the  good  seed  is  suffered  to  pass,  there  is  little  rea¬ 
son  to  expect  art  abundant  hai*veSt.  Who  knows  not  that,  Wheti 
the  earlier  years  of  life  are  neglected,  it  is  more  difficult  to  make 
youth  proficients  in  any  branch  of  education  ?  Accustomed  to  idle¬ 
ness,  they  consider  the  labour  of  learning,  which,  if  begun  earlier^ 
would  have  been  a  pleasure,  as  an  intolerable  burden.  Habits  of 
idleness  are  contracted;  a  thousand  vanities  take  possession  of  the 
imagination  and  the  heart,  and  a  distaste,  an  aversion,  is  conceived 
against  education,  as  intmding  on  the  time,  which,  to  the  vain 
mind  of  the  inexperienced  youth,  would  have  been  otherwise  more 
agreeably  cmplbycd.  Even  when  persons,  arrived  at  riper  age,  see 
their  folly  in  having  neglected  their  education  in  youth,  they  are 
cither  prevented*  by  the  apprehension  of  its  difficulty,  or  by  the 
occupations  of  the  world,  from  redeeming  what  was  lost;  or  they 
proceed  with  much  greater  labour,  and  after  all  never,  unless 
when  endowed  with  superior  talents,  make  any  remarkable  profi-  * 
ciency.  For  your  own  sake,  therefore,  if  you  ever  mean  to  attempt 
the  religious  instruction  of  your  children,  begin  soon.  You  will 
have  an  easier  task;  you  will  have  greater  prospect  of  success. 
You  will  bend  the  young  twigs  in  the  direction  you  wish  with 
ease;  but  if  you  suffer  them  to  retaun  their  present  position  for  a 
few  years  longer,  they  will  defy  your  strength,  and  rather  break 
than  bend. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  cbnsideradon  which  I  wish  you  to 
keep  in  view.  You  flatter  yourself  that  your  children  haVe  yet 
many  years  to  live,  and  prudence  requires  that  you  should  look 
forward  to  the  period  of  their  manhood,  and  endeavour  in  youth 
to  sow  a  seed  which  may  spring  up  after  many  days  to  reward 
your  toil.  Of  this,  however,  you  have  no  certiunty.  You  know  not 
whether  they  shall  ever  arrive  at  the  stature  of  perfect  men.  The 
seeds  of  mortality  arc  in  their  constitution;  disease  or  accident 
may  cut  them  down  long  before  they  are  fully  ripe,  and  an  early 
death  blast  your  fairest  hopes.  What  is  to  become  of  the  young 
sinner  who  dies  itt  his  sin  ?  how  is  it  to  fare  with  him  in  the  world 
of  spirits,  into  which  death  introduces  him  ?  If  he  die  a  stranger 
to  the  grace  of  God,  he  must  die  Mrithout  lK>pe,  and  can  never. en* 
joy  a  portion  among  the  just.  Is  this  nothing  to  you  ?  Are  your 
VoL.  in.  10 
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children  exposed  to  such  danger,  and  will  the^^  ^feel^ng  parent 
not  take  pity  on  them?  will  he  who  begat  them*  sit  still  and,  see 
them  perish?  Ob,  be  not  so  hard  hearted.  Tell  Uiem  of  tlieievil 
of  sin  which  is  able  to  damn  their  souls;  tell  them  o.f  that  blessed 
pei^on  who  can  save  their  souls  from  dpath.  They  may  die 
young,  and  not  perish,  however  negligent  you  should  be;  for  God 
may  graciously  visit  their  young  souls,  though  you  should  never 
introduce  them  to  him.  But  will  this  diminish  your  guilt?  will 
this  exculpate  you  from  the  grievous  charge  of  infidelity  to  their 
souls?  and  how  dreadful  must  your  account  be,  sliould  it  appear 
against  you  in  the  day  of  judgment,  that  God  gave  you  children 
whom  you  chose  not  to  give  back  to  him,  and  that,  though  you 
professed  to  devote  them  to  him  in  infancy,  you  never  attempted 
to  recommend  him  to  them,  who  only  could  be  the  guide  of  their 
youth,  nor  to  lead  them  to  him  as  the  rock  of  their  salvation ! 

The  subject  is  painful  to  me,  and  must  be  so  to  you;  yet,  be¬ 
fore  I  conclude,  permit  me  once  more  to  remind  you,  that  the  God 
'who  gave  you  children,  committed  to  you  the  important  charge  of 
rearing  and  educating  them.  He  gave  it  you  in  charge,  to  watch 
over  their  eternal  interests.  He  said  to  you,  as  Pharaoh’s  daughter 
said  to  the  mother  of  Moses,  take  these  children  and  nurse  them 
for  me.*  Let  me  intreat  you  to  be  faithful  to  the  trust  committed 
to  you:  give  them  your  best  advice,* your  mosti  serious  counsels: 
labour  to  instruct  them  in  the  first  principles  of  the  oracles  of  God: 
say  to  them,  by  preqept  and  example.  This  is^the  way,  walk  ye  in 
it.*  Give  them  precept  upon  precept,  precept  upon, precept,  line 
upon  line,  line  upon  line,  here  a  little  and, there  a. little,  as  they 
are  able  to  bear  it.*  Give  not  over,  though  you  should  observe 
little  present  fruit.  In  the  morning  sow  thy  seed,  and  in  the 
evening  withhold  not  thy  hand;  for  thou  knowest  not  whether 
shall  prosper,  either  this  or'that,  or  whether  both  shall  be  alike 
good. 

But  if  still  you  are  determined  to  neglect  this  great  duty,  look 
forward  to  the  consequences.  You  anticipate  in  imagination  a 
time  when  your  children  will  be  an  honour  and  comfort  to  your 
old  age.  But  your  fond  hopes  may  be  disappointed;  and  what  will 
be  the  feelings  of  your  mind,  when  you  reflect  that  their  miscon¬ 
duct  is  occasioned  by  your  sloth;  if  you  should  live  to  see  them 
rushing  on  ruin,  and  cannot  wash  your  hands  of  their  blood?  God 
forbid  that  you  should  ever  suffer  the  misery  of  those  parents, 
whose  negligence  of  the  religious  instruction  of  their  children  is 
punished  by  their  ingratitude,  their  disobedience,  their  contempt; 
are  tormented  by  their  passions  and  extravagance,  and  are 


constrained  to  say,  All  this  might  have  been  prevented  had  I  done 
my  duty.  And  still  more,  may  you  never  suffer  the  inexpressible 
horrors  of  being  upbraided,  not  only  by  your  own  conscience,  but 
by  ^e  fruit  of  your  body,  in  the  world  of  spirits,  as  the  murderer 
of  their  souls  !  ' 

»  f  ^ 

I  have  only  farther  to  express  my  unfeigned  desire,  that  what 
in‘  the  spirit  of  love  I  have  written  you  may  produce  the  effect  for 
which  it  is  designed,  and  that  you  may  be  excited  by  it  to  imitate 
Abraham,  whom  God  commended  for  his  pious  care  in  the  in¬ 
struction  of  his  family;  and  to  subscribe  myself 

Your  faithful  friend, 

^  MONITOR. 


THE  APPEARANCES  AND  TENOENCT  OF  THE  MORAI.  WORLD  CON¬ 
FIRM  THE  PRINCIPLES  OF  CHRISTIANITY. 

(/^rom  Bogue*9  Essay*) 

There  is  a  pleasing  concord  in  the  operations  of  the  Supreme 
Being.  The  Tiovemor  of  the  world  will  not  act  contrary  to  its 
Creator;  nor  the  Benefactor  of  the  human  race,  to  the  Governor 
of  the  universe.  If  Christianity  be  a  religion  from  God,  it  will  cor¬ 
respond  ^vith  the  works  of  God,  and  appear  in  harmony  with  his 
government  of  the  world.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  framed  a  system 
of  philosophy,  and  recorded  the  laws  of  nature;  as  written  by  the 
finger  of  God,  upon  the  broad  tables  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth. 
After  the  lapse  of  a  century, "the  motions  of  the  celestial  bodies, 
and  the  various  operations  and  revolutions  which  he  described, 
correspond  with  his  system.  This  correspondence  is  considered 
as  an  evidence  of  its  probability,  some  will  say,  of  its  certain  truth. 
In  like  manner  should  the  state,  order,  and  tendency  of  things  in 
the  moral  world,  correspond  with  the  gospel  of  Christ,  will  it  not 
strongly  evince  the  probability  of  its  being,  what  h  professes  to 
be,  “  of  divine  authority  ?”  Eighteen  centuries  have  elapsed  since 
its  promulgation  ;  and  we  may  search  in  the  full  treasures  of  ex¬ 
perience,  with  a  certainty  of  finding  either  an  evident  confutation 
of  its  pretensions,  or  a  strong  presumption  of  its  truth. 

Christianity  professes  to  be  the  true  religion.  True  religion  is 
the  art  of  happiness  taught  by  God  himself.  Christ  says  that  ^  the 
weary  and  heavy-laden  shall  find  in  him- rest  to  their  souls ;  and 
that 'his  yoke  is  easy,  and  his  burden  is  light.”  Matt.  xl.'28— 30. 
He  likewise  promises  an  unceasing  happiness,  as  the  certain  ao-  > 
companiment  of  increasing  attention  to  his  gospel,  and  conformity 
to  his  will,  and  imitation  of  his  example.  Of  the  truth  and  reality 
of  this,  Christians  are  indeed  the  only  competent  ijudgesi  They 
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fin4  wi9dpm’9  way»  to  be  ways  of  plemntne#s,  p^i  her  pfti^ 
peace ;  ^d  their  happiness  tp  be  augmented  in  proportion  to  their 
activity  in  glorifying  God*  and  doing  good  to  mcn^lku  even  tf 
the  enemies  of  the  gospel  we  can  here  appeal^a*  they  are  able  to 
give  their  testimony,  which  likewise  issues  in  its  favour.  You  ci^ 
perceive  that  integrity  of  heart  and  life,  that  the  performance  of 
relative  duties,  and*  in  a  more  eminent  degree,  that  philantlirojp^^ 
{actively  engaged  in  lessening  the  mwries,  and  augmenting  the 
enjoyments  of  all  around,  brings  with  it  a  considerable  degree  of 
felicity.  Did  you  but  know  the  working  of  humility,  of  meekness 
of  gentleness,  of  forgiveness  of  injuries,  of  love  to  the  souls  of 
men,  and,  above  all,  of  love  to  God  and  the  Redeemer ;  and  did 
you  feel  the  energy  and  goodnaas  of  the  principles  of  the  gospel, 
from  which  they  flow,  you  would  readily  acknowledge  that  the 
religion  of  Jesus  produces  in  the  soul  the  highest  measure  of 
happiness  wi.ich  is  to  be  enjoyed  on  earth.— The  other  part  of 
the  argument  is  more  plain :  disregard  of  religion,  or,  in  other 
words,  wickedness,  is  followed  by  misery,  tvery  evil  dis)X)sition 
a  sting  which  pierces  the  heart;  and  the  indulgence  of  vicious 
passions  strips  tthe  soul  of  real  enjoyment.  Pride,  avai*ice,  sensua* 
lity,  hatred,  malice,  envy,  revenge,  and  forgetfulness  of  God,  are 
all  enemies  to  the  felicity  of  man :  They  rob  the  soul  of  tranquil^ 
lity,  and  they  fill  it  with  uneasiness  and  distress. 

In  .proportion  to  the  dep-ee  of  goodness,  or  of  wickedness,  U 
the  depee  of  happiness,  or  of  misery  which  men  feel.  The  winged 
^tivity  of  the  disciple  of  JesuS)  in  adoring  bis  God  and  Saviour, 
^d  doiog  good  to  men,  enlarges  the  spirit  of  piety  and  benevo^ 
knee,  gives  a  higher  relish  to  the  pleasure  of  conferring  benefits, 

\  ,  SPd  renders  him  more  blessed  in  his  deeds.  On  the  other  han<^ 

^  more  a  man  ijoc^eases  in  wickedness,  the  more  miserable  he 

[  l^ows*  His  evil  passion^  boil  oyer  in  his  words  and  actions,  and 

m^he  all  who  are  around  him  wretched  >  but  his  own  soul  feels 
^  ^e  torment  most. 

I  The  tendency  pf  these,  both  as  tp  the  years  of  life  which  are  tp 

^  f  come,  and  likewise  to  a  future  state,  is  just  the  same.  ^  Light  is 

I  Ipwn  for  the  righteous  ;  and  gladness  for  the  upright  in  heart.’* 

I  ?  But  there  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked.”  Still  brighter  prospects 

L  are  preseiUed  tp  the  Christian,  as  he  advances  in  the  path  of  faith 

p"  and  holiness;  and  confirm  the  declaratioD,  that  the  path  of  the 

P  *  just  is  as  the  nipming  light,  which  shineth  more  and  more  unto 

?  |he  perfect  day.”  A  continued  tendency  of  an  increase  of  happi* 

f  ""  ness  till  death,  gives  the  highest  probability  of  a  still  greater  ac- 

casaion  in  a  futmra  atate.  Oo  the  other  hand,  nothing  Umore 


evident  than  that  wickedness  presents  do  other  prospect,  but  that 
of  being  wi'etched  both  here  and  hereafter.  The  slave  of  vice  till 
old  age,  becomes  a  perfect  demon ;  and  is  fit  for  nothing  but  the 
misery  of  another  world,  which  the  gospel  describes  as  the  punish¬ 
ment  of  those  who  reject  it. 

If  we  extend  our  views  from  the  individual  lo  the  community^ 
we  find  ^  that  righteousness  exalteth  a  nation and  that  sin  is 
its  disgrace  and  ruin.  The  prevalence  of  pure  religion  in  its  prin» 
ciples  and  acts,  promotes  the  public  welfare  in  the  highest  degree^ 
diffuses  social  felicity  far  and  wide,  and  tends  to  a  continual  in^ 
crease.  While,  on  the  other  hand,  a  disregard  and  opposition  to 
religion,  which  is  but  another  name  for  wickedness,  is  productive 
of  the  worst  of  evils  to  a  kingdom :  it  lessens  their  enjoyments ; 
and  tends  to  a  constant  accumulation  of  misery.  The  deep  laid 
plans  of  unrighteous  policy,  which  promise  the  most  extensive 
and  lasting  advantages,  prove  unsubstantial  as  the  spider’s  web, 
become  a  source  of  bitterness  to  the  contrivers,  and  issue  in  na* 
tional  distress  and  calamity.  These  are  laws  of  nature,  or  shall 
we  not  rather  say,  of  the  Supreme  Ruler,  which  confirm  by  their 
execution,  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ ;  and  display  the  effects 
and  consequences  of  his  religion. 

There  is  a  still  more  extensive  tendency  in  the  divine  govern¬ 
ment,  which,  as  belonging  to  the  present  subject,  ought  not  to 
pass  unnoticed.  The  gospel  speaks  of  the  melioration  of  the  state 
of  mankind,  which  after  a  lapse  of  ages  is  to  be  produced  by  the 
influence  of  its  principles  and  precepts.  By  appearances  in  the 
nmral  world,  these  hopes  are  cherished  and  confirmed.  The  man 
who  will  compare  the  present  state  of  society  in  England,  in  Hol- 
landi  and  in  France,  with  that  which  subsisted  in  them  about  three 
hundred  years  ago,  will  perceive  a  most  rapid  progress :  and  the 
vast  machine  is  moving  with  accelerated  speed.  There  are  prin¬ 
ciples  now  budding  in  the  minds  of  the  disciples  of  Christ,  which 
are  producing  plans  of  active  benevolence,  in  order  to  advance  the 
first  and  best  interests  of  the  human  race ;  principles  which,  when 
the  finait  is  brought  to  maturity,  will  change  the  face  of  the 
world,  and  introduce  the  iVign  of  reason  and  of  love,  and  give 
happiness  to  mankind;  because  they  introduce  the  reign  of  God, 
and  of  his  Christ,  over  the  souls  of  men. 

The  coincidence  between  the  government  of  the  world,  and 
the  Christian  religion,  in  so  many  varied  points  of  view ;  and  the 
agreement  between  the  appearances  and  tendency  of  the  former, 
and  the  declarations  and  effect  of  the  latter,  are  considerations  not 
unworthy  of  the  notice  of  those  who  are  examining,  with  impar¬ 
tiality  and  care,  the  evidences  of  the  New  Testament. 


From  the  Christian  Magatine, 
LETTER  in. 


TO  MRS.  B— .  CONSOLATION  IN  THE  DEATH  OF  CHILDREN. 

Madam, 

The  melancholy  information  contained  in  yours  received  this 
morning,  has  deeply  affected  me;  and  I  could  not  be  at  rest  till  I 
should  express  my  sympathy' with  you  under  the  present  heavy 
affliction,  and  apologise  to  you  for  the  very  unseasonable  freedom, 
as  it  now  appears,  which  I  used  in  my  last.  You  have  had  thtt 
goodness,  indeed,  to  say,  that  you  took  my  admonitions  kindly, 
and  I  am  certainly  much  indebted  to  you  for  your  condescension; 
but  I  assure  you  I  could  not  easily  have  excused  myself,  had  I 
known  the  circumstances  of  your  family  when  I  wrote  it.  I  had 
left  you  cheerful  and  happy;  I  flattered  myself  that  your  prospe¬ 
rity  was  still  continuing  as  when  I  had  had  the  pleasure  of  being 
a  witness  of  it;  and,  under  this  impression,  I  considered  it  as  an 
act  of  kindness  which  I  might,  without  great  impropriety,  per¬ 
form,  to  warn  you  against  overrating  the  temporal  blessings  you 
enjoyed,  and  being  too  confident  of  their  continuance.  My  admo¬ 
nitions  were  dictated  by  the  sincerest  regard  for  your  welfare,  and 
were  intended  rather  as  a  caution  against  an  error  into  which  you 
might  fall,  than  as  a  rebuke  for  any  excess  in  your  attachment 
which  I  had  ever  discovered.  As  the  case  now  stands,  I  fear  that 
I  ha\e  added  to  your  affliction,  by  giving  you  reason  to  suspect 
that  your  eiTor  in  over-loving  your  children  has  beeti  greater  than 
I  hope  it  has  been;  for,  “  Providence,**  you  say,  had  seen  it  ne¬ 
cessary  to  give  you  previous  warning,  and  had  employed  my  pen, 
while  I  knew  it  not,  as  an  interpreter  of  the  meaning  of  the  dis¬ 
pensation.**  “  Poor  little  Thomas,**  you  tell  me,*  wa^,  at  the 
moment,  lying  dangerously  ill  of  the  small-pox,  with  little  hope 
of  recovery  ;**  and  you  add,  that  “  as  a  rebuke  for  your  excessive 
attachment;  within  two  days  after  the  letter  came  to  hand,  it  pleas¬ 
ed  the  God  who  had  given  him  to  take  him  away.** 

How  I  could. weep  with  you!  Sweet  child!  A.  little  while  ago 
so  engaging,  so  playful,  so  healthy  and  promising;  and  ncAv !~ 
But  death  is  a  merciless  tyrant:  he  melts  not  at  the  tears  of  mothers, 
nor  at  the  cnes  of  infants.  Without  remorse,  he  seizes  as  his  prey 
alike  the  tender  babe  and  the  person  Avho  stoops  under  a  load  of 
infirmities  and  years.  Little  children,  indeed,  have,  from  the  be¬ 
ginning,  composed  a  principal  part  of  the  spoil  which  he  has  car¬ 
ried  off  from  a  world  devoted  of  God  for  its  sin  to  his  stem  do¬ 
minion;  and  not  unfrequently  his  rude  hand  selects  as  his  first 
prey  what  we  deem  the  best  and  most  valuable.  “  Death  I’eigned 
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iit>m  Adam  to  Moses,”  ovejr  little  children,  even  over  those  who 
had  not  sinned  after  the  similitude  of  Adam's  transgression ;  ana 
every  subsequent  age,  down  to  the  present,  has  furnished  us,  in 
the  death  of  infants,  with  similar  melancholy  proofs  of  the  reign 
of  sin. 

1  cannot  suppose  that  you  ever  imagined  that  death,  who  is 
continually  paying  unwelcome  visits  to  other  families,  was  to  pa^s 
by  yours  till  you  should  become  grey  with  age,  and  then,  in  ten¬ 
derness  to  you,  begin  his  work  by  first  sealing  your  own  eyes  in 
the  dust.  This,  I  believe,  is  often  the  wish  of  ufiectionate  parents; 
but  the  reverse  so  generally  happens  in  experience,  that  I  can 
scarcely  suppose  it  to  be  the  settled  expectation  of  any.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  course  of  nature,  it  is  expected  that  the  old  should  fall 
first;  but  how  seldom  is  it  that  death  selects  his  victims  according 
to  seniority,  and  how  few  are  the  cases  in  which  a  whole  family 
of  children  remains  till  after  the  message  for  their  parents’  depar¬ 
ture  arrives?  To  you  the  providence  of  God  has  been,  hitheito, 
in  this  respect,  singularly  favourable;  it  demands  your  gratitude. 

You  have  lived  these  eleven  years  in  the  married  state,  and  this  is 
your  first  breach.  God  has  blessed  you  with  six  children,  and  till 
now  he  has  made  no  demand  upon  you  to  surrender  any  of  his 
gifts;  and  even  when  his  messenger  has  come  at  last,  such  is  his 
goodness,  that  he  has  authorised  him  only  to  ask  one.  Give  him 
this  one^  I  beseech  you,  with  good  will.  He  had  a  right  to  make  the  ' 
demand:  He  has  made  it  in  mercy.  Follow  not  your  child  whom 
God  has  taken  back  to  himself,  with  eyes  like  those  of  the  wife  of 
Lot,  reluctant  to  pail  with  what  was  held  dear,  and  coveting  the 
re-enjoyment  of  what  mercy  had  taken  away.  God  loves  a  cheer¬ 
ful  giver.  The  correction  of  reluctance  to  grant  his  reasonable  re¬ 
quests  may  be  some  new  demand;  and  who  can  tell  how  often  a 
second  and  seyerer  stroke  follows  a  first  so  soon  as  it  often  does, 
as  a  reproof  to  his  people  for  the  extreme  unwillingness  and  bad 
grace  witji  which  they  have  consented  to  the  former  demands  he 
has  made  upon  them  for  part  of  his  own  ? 

I  have  often  admired  that  noble  saying  of  an  ancient,  when  he 
received  information  of  the  death  of  his  son :  ‘‘  I  knew  that  I  had 
begotten  a  mortal.”  It  ought,  indeed,  to  be  no  matter  of  surprise 
to  us  that  our  children  die.  They  inherit  death  as  their  birthright; 
for  they  are  the  offspring  of  parents  who,  having  themselves  sin¬ 
ned,  are  heirs  of  mortality.  It  belongs  not  to  us  to  say,  that  they 
should  have  been  permitted  to  live  a  little  longer.  Neither  we  nor 
they  enjoy  life  as  a  matter  of  right.  Every  day  we  live  we  enjoy 
as  a  favour  to  which  we  have  no^ claim.  The  sentence  was  past  * 
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ere  we  saw  the  light,  past  as  the  just  punishment  of  out  guiH;  Sttd 
the  term  of  life  is  merely  a  respite  given  by  the  favour  of  the  Judge,* 
during  which  to  prepare  for  execution.  If  he  grant  to  some  a 
longer,  and  to  others  a  shorter  period,  it  becomes  us  not  to  mur¬ 
mur :  “  Shall  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right?  It  becomes 
us  to  revere  his  justice  in  passing  the  sentence  of  death  upon  the 
whole  human  race,  and  his  sovereignty  in  determining  the  parti¬ 
cular  period  when  it  it  shall  be  executed  on  each  individual.  He 
is  under  no  obligation  to  consult  the  inclination  of  any  of  us,  with 
respect  to  the  .  time,  manner,  or  other  circumstances,  cither  of  our 
own  death,  or  of  that  of  our  relations.  His  right  over  us  and  ours 
is  absolute.  Wc  are  more  hie  than  we  are  our  own.  His  sove¬ 
reignty  ought  to  silence  us,  even  when  the  methods  of  his  provi¬ 
dence  are  most  adverse  to  our  likings,  and  most  painful  to  our 
feelings;  and  it  is  at  our  peril  that  we  presume  to  quarrel  with  his 
dispensations,  or  say  to  him,  What  dost  thou  ?  Is  it  not  lawful 
for  him  to  do  what  he  will  with  his  own  And  is  it  not  dutiful 
in  us  to  suppress  every  rising  murmur  of  disapprobation  of  the 
divine  conduct,  and,  satisfied  with  his  right  to  do  whatsoever  he 
willcth,  to  follow  the  example  of  the  holy  psalmist,  “  I  was  dumb, 

I  opened  not  my  mouth;  because  thou  didst  it?” 

I  acknowledge  that  it  is  no  easy  matter,  in  circumstances  like 
yours,  to  bring  one's  mind  to  a  cheerful  and  hearty  acquiescence 
in  th^  will  of  God.  There  is  a  selfishness  in  the  dispositions  of 
men,  of  which  they  are  never  entirely  cured  by  those  imperfect 
discoveries,  and  that  imperfect  sanctification,  which  arc  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  saints  in  this  life;  and  the  influence  of  this  discovers  itself, 
as  fi'equently  as  the  will  of  God  opposes  what  to  them  appears 
conducive  to  their  present  convenience  and  comfort.  It  is  fc’om 
this  source  that  much  of  our  difficulty  proceeds  in  cases  similar 
to  yours.  We  are  so  avaricious  of  worWly  comfort,  that  we  refuse 
to  part  with  any  article  of  it,  even  at  the  call  of  him  from  whom 
wc  have  riiceived  all.  Like  the  miser,  we  eagerly  grasp  at  whatso¬ 
ever  is  within  our  reach,  and,  when  once  in  possession,  we  cleave 
to  it  as  essential  to  our  happiness.  It  must  he  tom  from  os  by 
violence.  Our  narrow  hearts  cannot  cheerfully  part  with  one 
worldly  possession,  however  many  we  may  have  besides;  and 
when  we  are  constrained  to  part  with  one,  we  follow  it  with  a 
wishful  eye,  complain  of  injury  and  cruelty  in  bereaving  us  of  if, 
and  mourn  with  the  bitterness  of  one  who  has  lost  his  all.  What 
weak  creatures  are  the  best  of  us  I  How  much  more  prone  to  love 
the  gift  than  the  giver?  to  murmur  when  God  takes  away,  than 
to  be  thankful  when  he  gives  ?  to  consult  our  own  feelings,  than  to' 
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aubmit  to  his  sovereign  and  righteous  will?  How  difficult  is  it  for 
US)  when  our  afiections  draw  the  other  way,  to  say,  “  Thy  will  be 
done?”  And,  if  it  be  so  difficult  to  acquiesce  in  the  divine  will, 
when  every  feeling  of  our  nature  is  violated,  what  a  rare  attain¬ 
ment,  to  be  able,  with  Job,  to  rise  above  submission,  and,  amidst 
our  greatest  calamities,  not  only  to  justify  God,  but  to  thank,  to 
praise  him  for  what  he  has  done?  “  Naked  came  I  out  of  my 
mother's  womb,  and  naked  shall  I  return  thither;  the  Lord  gave, 
and  the  Lord  hath  t^en  away ;  blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord.” 

I  know,  Madam,  that  mothers  are  apt  to  grieve,  as  they  are 
to  love,  immoderately.  That  this  is  your  danger,  I  have  reason  to 
suspect,  both  from  what  I  know  of  your  temper,  and  from  the  ac¬ 
count  you  give  me  of  your  own  feelings  on  the  present  mournful 
occasion.  From  the  manner  in  which  you  write,  it  is  not  difficult 
to  perceive,  that  this  affliction  has  pierced  deep  into  your  heart. 
You  dwell  on  the  subject  with  a  melancholy  pleasure.  “  He  had 
gained  much  upon  your  heart,”  you  say,  “  by  many  little  tender¬ 
nesses  of  affection  to  you,  and  his  brothers  and  sisters ;”  and  you 
enumerate  with  pleasure  several  instances  of  the  dawn  of  reason 
and  wisdom  in  him.  ‘‘The  image  of  the  dear  child,”  you  add,  “  is 
always  before  your  eyes ;”  “  you  think  you  see  and  hear  him 
wherever  you  go ;”  and,  “  when  you  strive  to  banish  him  fram 
your  mind,  every  little  incident  recalls  him  to  your  memory.” 

1  cannot  be  so  cruel  as  to  say  that  your  departed  child  did  not 
deserve  such  a  share  in  your  affections  as  you  gave  him,  or  has 
no  claim  to  such  tender  regret  as  you  discover  for  his  memory. 
I  thought  him,  indeed,  a  lovely  child;  and  I  should  esteem 
you  less  than  I  do,  if  1  coukl  suppose  that  you  mourned  not  his 
loss.  Neither  can  I  bid  you  banish  him  altogetlier  from  your 
mind.  This  is  neither  practicable  nor  necessary.  But,  sure,  you 
ought  to  avoid  cherishing  your  grief,  by  industriously  searching 
for  materials  in  your  memory  and  imagination  to  feed  it.  This 
cannot  be  your  duty;  for  by  this  conduct,  you  will  make  yourself 
your  own  tormentor,  will  distract  your  mind  and  disqualify  it  for 
every  religious  exercise,  and  will,  in  particular,  increase  the 
difficulty,  already  sufficiently  great,  of  submission  to  the  will 
of  God,  and  cordial  approbation  of  his  conduct  in  this  dispen¬ 
sation.  “Why  shouldst  thou  destroy  thyself?”  You  will  never, 
Madam,  find  consolation,  such  as  a  gracious  God  has  provided  for 
his  people  amidst  the  trials  of  this  present  life,  by  suffering  the 
torrent  of  your  passions  to  carry  you  befo're  it  withersoever  it 
wills,  and  idly  deploring  what  has  befollen  you  merelv  as  a  grie¬ 
vous  and  irretrievable  loss.  You  must  call  in  the  aid  of  scriptural 
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considerations,  to  enable  you  to  stem  the  torrent  and  resist  Us 
force ;  else  you  will  soon  be  inconsolable,  as  Rachel  of  old,  whom 
the  prophet  descril>es,  as  **  weeping  for  her  children,  and  infusing 
to  be  comforted  because  they  were  not.”  And  what  considera¬ 
tions  can  I  suggest  more  worthy  your  serious  reflection,  or  better 
calculated  to  still  the  present  tumult  of  your  passions,  than  those 
which  arise  from  the  wisdom  and  grace  of  him  who  has  chastened 
you  with  this  stroke  ? 

The  wisdom  and  goodness  of  the  divine  dispensations  in  ge¬ 
neral,  is  what,  I  presume,  you  are  disposed  to  admit.  I'he  diffi¬ 
culty  lies  in  being  able  to  see  them  in  depriving  us  of  what  we 
highly  value,  and  the  continued  enjoyment  of  which  would,  we 
think,  conduce  exceedingly  to  our  advantage  and  comfort.  But, 
surely,  there  is  a  modesty  which  becomes  us,  when  God  is  the 
party  on  whose  conduct  we  presume  to  decide.  Our  views  are  so 
limited,  that  we  are  not  able  to  comprehend  the  vast  plan  of  his 
providence ;  and  our  judgments  are  so  liable  to  be  biased  by  our 
feelings,  that  we  are  extremely  apt  to  censure  as  foolish  what  has 
been  dictated  by  the  highest  wisdom,  and  to  complain  of  those 
dispensations  as  cruel  which  pixxeed  from  the  bowels  of  infinite 
compassion.  The  providence  of  God,  like  Jacob’s  ladder,  has  its 
foot  placed  on  tlie  earth,  but  the  top  of  it  reaches  to  heaven ;  and 
throughout  its  whole  extent,  there  is  not  one  broken  step.  Clouds 
often  hide  from  our  view  many  o(  the  steps  in  the  inferior  part  of 
this  mysterious  ladder,  while  the  upper  part  of  it  is  far  beyond  the 
sphere  of  our  vision ;  and  how  unbecoming,  how  presumptuous, 
for  us,  short-sighted,  purblind  creatures,  to  accuse  God,  infinitely 
wise  and  gracious,  because  our  eye  cannot’  pierce  through  the 
thick  clouds  which  often  obscure  his  dis[^nsations,  nor  penetrate 
into  the  highest  heavens,  to  see  them  all  terminating  in  what  shall 
eternally  display,  before  angels  and  men,  the  profundity  of  his 
wisdom  and  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace  I  It  becomes  us  to 
bow  before  him,  and  believe  when  we  cannot  see;  to  ascribe  the 
appai'ent  confusion  and  disorder  of  the  divine  conduct  to  the  in¬ 
distinctness  of  our  own  vision,  rather  than  to  defect  or  error  in 
his  plan ;  and  to  blame  the  mistaken  selfishnes  of  our  own  hearts, 
guided  merely  by  the  feelings  of  the  moment,  rather  than  ques¬ 
tion  the  goodness  and  grace  of  him  who  sees  it  sometimes  neces¬ 
sary  to  give  present  uneasiness  and  pain,  that  he  may  provide 
more  liberally  for  our  future  and  unceasing  joy.  “  He  that  believ- 
cth  will  not  make  haste.” 

It  is  by  such  dispensations  as  this  by  which  you  have  been  af- 
fticted,  that  God  puts  his  people’s  faith  in  his  wisdom  and  good^ 


iiesk  to  the  test.  As  long  as  he  suffered  your  olive  plants  to  grow 
around  your  table,  defending  them  from  every  chilling  blast,  and 
continued  the  prosperity  of  your  family  from  year  to  year  undis¬ 
turbed  by  any  adverse  occurrence,  you  had  little  opportunity  of 
discovering  your  persuasion  that  God  in  all  things  acts  wisely  and 
well.  But  now,  when  it  has  pleased  him  to  pluck  up  by  the  roots 
one  of  your  fairest  and  most  esteemed  plants,  he  tries  your  faith 
on  this  head,  and  calls  on  you  to  show  that  it  is  the  genuine  sen¬ 
timent  of  your  heart,  and  not  a  mere  notion  of  your  mind.  And 
what  is  there,  pray,  in  this  dispensation,  which  ought  to  shake 
your  belief?  Your  heart  has  been  wounded;  but  how  know  you 
that  It  was  not  absolutely  necessary  for  your  good?  What  if  be 
lias,  in  tender  mercy,  delayed  to  smite  till  the  last  moment  that  a 
regard  to  your  welfare  would  permit,  till  he  could  not  liave  for- 
bom  any  longer  without  exposing  you  to  the  greatest  injury?  Our 
heavenly  Father  is  a  wise  and  judicious  parent.  He  never  corrects 
bis  childi’en,  but  when  necessity  for  for  their  good  requires  it ;  and 
when  he  secs  this  necessity,  he  cannot  be  induced,  by  any  weak 
{Mty,  excited  by  their  cries  and  entreaties,  to  spare  the  rod.  It 
^ould  be  enough  for  us  that  he  hath  done  it.  There  is  no  room 
left  for  us  to  doubt  the  expediency  of  the  correction,  however  un¬ 
pleasant  and  painful  we  may  feel  it  to  be,  w  hen  we  consider  that 
our  Father  who  is  in  heaven  has  seen  it  fit.  Sovereignty  is  mani¬ 
fested  in  the  kind,  season,  and  degree  of  tlie  chastisement  which 
he  inflicts ;  but  the  sovereignty  of  God  is  never  exerted  by  mere 
arbitrary  will.  He  has  reasons  worthy  of  himself  for  every  part  of 
his  conduct,  though  to  us  they  should  be  unknown ;  and  our  igno¬ 
rance  of  these  cannot  justify  us  in  suspending  our  belief  of  the 
wisdom  of  his  dispensations,  much  less  in  presuming  to  arraign 
his  conduct  as  cruel  or  unjust. 

Your  grief,  frardon  me,  Madam,  for  saying  it,  arises,  in  a  great 
measure,  fi-om  a  selfish  principle ;  you  have  been  thwarted  in 
yowr  wishes  that  your  child  might  live ;  and  disapix>inted  of  the 
happiness  which  you  expected  in  the  enjoyment  of  him.  But  are 
you  certain  that  you  would  not  have  been  equally,  perhaps  more 
severely  disappointed,  if  it  had  pleased  Providence  to  spare  him 
to  manhood?  Fond  parents  often  flatter  themselves  with  expecta¬ 
tions  of  happiness  in  their  children  which  they  never  enjoy.  The 
most  promising  appearances  are  often  blasted.  After  all  the  anx¬ 
iety  and  tender  care  which  they  have  exercised  over  them  in 
infancy ;  after  all  the  labour  and  expense  to  which  they  have  sub¬ 
jected  themselves  for  their  maintenance  and  education ;  after  all 
their  prayers  and  endeavours  for  their  present  and  future  welfare; 
yea,  after  very  hopeful  beginnings  in  their  earlier  years,  it  Is  often 
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'  their  misery  to  live  to  see  them  prove  undutiful  and  ungrateful^ 
led  away  by  bad  company,  renouncing  religion,  and  abandoned  to 
•every  kind  of  excess.  I  need  not  mention  what  a  grief  of  heart 
the  conduct  of  the  profane  Esau  was  to  Isaac  and  Rebecca;  nor ' 
what  keen  anguish  the  beautiful,  beloved,  but  rebellious  Absalom 
occasioned  to  his  pious  father  David.  You  must  yourself  be  able* 
to  recollect  many  instances  of  a  similar  kind  within  the  sphere  of 
your  own  observation.  How  many  parents  have  lived  to  wish  that 
God  had  refused  theip  the  blessing  of  children ;  or  that  they  had 
followed  them  early  to  their  graves  ?  And  is  not  this  enough  to 
silence  us,  when  we  know  not  how  much  pain' he  has  prevented 
us  from  suffering  by  taking  away  a  child  in  infancy  ?  “  I  have  been 
informed,”  says  Dr.  Harris,  ^  by  them  who  knew  the  case,  of  the 
inconsiderate  rashness  of  a  fond  mother,  who  passionately  prayed  * 
for  the  life  of  a  sick  child,  whatever  it  might  coat  her.  She  had  her 
desire ;  but  he  lived  to  come  to  an  untimely  end,  and  to  break  her 
heart.”  What  a  lesson  of  resignation  to  the  will  of  God  does  such 
an  example  convey  I 

Your  dear  child  himself  is  not  certainly  the  cause  of  your  sor¬ 
row  ;  for  I  hope  you  have  not  the  folly  to  harass  yourself  with 
painful  anxieties  respecting  his  state  in  that  world  of  spirits  into 
which  he  has  entered.  You  devoted  him  to  that  gracious  God  to 
whom  you  have  committed  yourself,  in  the  faith  that  he  who  is 
your  own  God,  would,  also,  be  the  God  of  your  seed ;  and,  I  trusty 
your  mind  finds  rest  in  the  consideration,  that  when  your  God  re¬ 
moved  him  from  you,  he  took  him  to  himself.  Who  will  dare  to 
say,  that  the  gates  of  heaven  are  shut  against  all  who  die  in  infancy? 
and  if  little  children  in  any  case  experience  mercy  from  the  Lord, 
I  think  thero  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  is  the  lot  of  the  children  of 
believing  parents.  God  our  Saviour  has  said,  “  of  such  is  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven;”  and  though  there  is  reason  to  suppose,  that  by  this 
he  meant  chiefly  to  intimate,  that  the  gospel  church,  which  is  the 
common  meaning  of  the  phrase,  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  would 
contain  many  children  dedicated  to  Christ  by  their  believing  pa¬ 
rents  in  baptism;  yet  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  those  whom  he 
admits  into  his  kingdom  below,  will  be  excluded  from  his  king¬ 
dom  above.  While  I  presume  that  this  is  your  persuasion  that 
God  has  received  him,  how  can  I  forbear  charging  you  with  self¬ 
ishness  in  encouraging  sorrow  for  his  loss  ?  Do  you  grudge  your 
kind  Saviour  those  praises  w  hich  he  now  receives  from  his  infant 
lips  ?  Or  do*  you  imagine  that  all  your  tenderness  could  have  made 
him  as  happy  as  he  at  present  is  in  the  house  and  bosom  of  his 
heavenly  Father?  I  know  you  do  not.  You  mourn  for  your  own 
loss;  but  why  not  rejoice,  at  the  same  time,  for  his  unspeakable 
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gain  ?  Look  not  at  the  shortness  and  obscurity  of  his  course,  but 
.  at  the  glory  and  felicity  in  which  it  has  terminated.  Though  in 
this  world  he  was  \ike  a  delicate  flower,  which  had  scarcely  open¬ 
ed  to  the  heat  of  the  sun,  when  it  shut  again  at  night;  yet  now  he 
ha®  entered  that  world  where  the  sun  shall  no  more  go  down,  and 
where  every  flower  planted  in  that  paradise  of  God  shall  appear 
in  perfect  beauty,  and  bloom  in  immortal  vigour. 

But  I  must  have  an^  end.  Give  me  leave,  however,  before  I 
conclude,  to  advise  you  to  turn  away  your  thoughts  from  what 
you  have  lost,  to  what  you  are  still  permitted  to  enjoy.  How  un¬ 
reasonable,  that  grief  for  one  blessing  taken  away,  should  stifle 
gratitude  for  innumerable  blessings  which  still  remain!  Your 
child,  whose  early  death  you  so  bitterly  deplore,  was  not  your  all. 
Have  you  not  still  a  loving  husband,  five  promising  children,  and 
very  many  temporal  comforts?  What  say  I?  Your  God  still  re¬ 
mains,  your  poition,  your  chief  good  is  unalienably  secured.  And 
is  not  he  better  to  you  than  ten  sons  ?  Have  you  not  inconceivably 
more  in  the  possession  of  him  on  account  of  which  to  rejoice, 
than  you  can  have  in  the  loss  of  the  best  temporal  good  on  ac¬ 
count  of  which  to  mourn  ?  And  docs  it  not  become  you  to  say 
with  David,  whose  family  trials  were  much  severer  than  yours 
have  yet  been,  “  Although  my  house  be  not  so  with  God,  yet  he 
hath  made  with  me  an  everlasting  covenant,  ordered  in  all  things, 

*  and  sure;  for  this  is  all  my  salvation  and  all  my  desire,  although 
he  make  it  not  to  grow  ? 

After  all,  time  will  do  more,  perhaps,  than  any  advices  of  mine 
to  efface  the  impressions  which  your  dear  child’s  death  has  made 
on  your  heart.  Yet  1  would  not  wish  you  to  wait  till  this  tardy 
messenger  shall  bring  you  comfort,  nor  to  be  satisfied  with  that 
cold  insipid  consolation  which  it  is  in  his  power  to  afford.  1  wish 
you  to  seek  and  to  find  in  that  gospel,  which  1  hope  you  believe» 
consolation  more  early,  and  more  truly  Christian.  Happy  shall  I 
be,  if,  by  what  I  have  now  written,  I  be  in  any  respect  servicealfle 
in  directing  you  where  it  is  to  be  found. 

I  have  only  to  add  my  earnest  prayer,  that  God,  who  comfort- 
eth  them  that  are  cast  down,  may  be  your  comforter;  and  to  ex¬ 
press  my  hope,  that  you  will,  ere  long,  be  able  to  bear  testimony, 
from  your  own  experience  under  the  present  aflliction,  to  the  faith¬ 
fulness  of  him  who  hath  s£ud,  My  grace  is  sufBcient  for  thee ;  for 
my  strength  is  made  perfect  in  weakness.”  To  be  informed  by 
your  own  pen  that  this  is  the  case,  will  give  the  liveliest  joy  to, 
Madam,  your  sincere  friend, 


MONITOR. 


/ 


.  -  ;  .  EXTRACT. 

#‘f.  t  j'JTH^UCHT  OK  TWE  PROSPERITT  OF  THE  WICEIE. 

Afi  EXTRACT  FROM  MON TESQ,CIEV.  i 

<<  I  ADMIRE  the  wisdom  of  Providence,  in  the  distribution  of 
riches.  If  they  had  only  been  granted  to  the  desen  ing,  they  would 
nrit  have  been  sufhciently  distinguished  from  virtue  itself,  and  we 
should  have  been  no  longer  aware  of  their  vanity  and  wortldess- 
ness.  But  when  we  examine  what  class  of  men  generally  possess 
the  greatest  share,  we  learn  to  despise  riches,  by  our  contempt  of 
the  rich.” 

A  simila!'  sentiment  has  since  been  expressed  by  Dr.  Arbuth- 
not:  after  commenting  on  the  great  riches  ami  unparrallekd  in¬ 
iquities  of  the  infamous  Charties,  he  concludes,  ^  Oh,  indignant 
reader !  think  not  his  life  useless  to  mankind !  Providence  con¬ 
nived  at  his  execrable  designs,  to  give  to  after  ages  a  conspicuous 
proof  and  example  of  how  small  estimation  is  exorbitant  wealth  in 
the  sight  of  God,  by  his  bestowing  it  on  the  most  unworthy  of 
mortals  1” 


QUERY. 

BONES  BROKEN  AS  PUKISHMEKT. 

Is  there  any  evidence  from  ancient  history  that  criminals  were 
sometimes  corrected  by  having  certain  of  their  bones  broken  I 
Scripture  seems  to  refer  to  such  a  method,  particularly  in  Job, 
and  the  Psalms.  Was  such  a  mode  of  punishment  practised  by 
the  Jews  of  old  ?  Or  was  this  a  custom  of  any  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  nations,  and  so  might  be  well  known  to  the  Jews  ?  Is  this  a 
practice  now  adopted  in  any  of  the  eastern  parts  of  the  world ,?  if 
none  of  these  questions  can  be  answered  in  the  affirmative,  what 
may  we  suppose  gave  rise  to  such  a  mode  of  expression,  so  com- 
MK>n  in  the  scriptures,  that  “  God  will  break  the  do«Mofthe  wick¬ 
ed;”  and  that  “  he  keepeth  all  t/te  bonce  of  the  righteous,  so  that 
net  one  of  them  is  broken?**  J 

ASIATICUS. 

ANECDOTES. 

Mr.  Editor, 

As  many  of  your  readers  have  not  an  opportunity  of  perusing 
the  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  I  take  the  lil^erty  of  extracting  from 
that  production  for  the  year  1798,  the  following  anecdote  which 
may  not,  perhaps,  be  unacceptable  to  them. 

Rather  more  than  five  years  have  elapsed,  since  John  — 
was  apprehended,  for  the  commission  of  a  capital  offence.  The 
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cfimt  charged  was  clearly  proved  against  him*  he  was  convicted 
and  accordingly  received  sentence  of  death'.  The  keeper  of  his 
prison,  who,  also  in  innumerable  other  instances,  has  shewn  him¬ 
self  possessed  of  a  heart  fhiught  with  the  warmest  philanthropy, 
observed  signs  of  great  contrition  in  the  prisoner;  pitied  him, 
and,  from  pitying,  began  to  express  sympathy  in  his  afflictions.  He 
visited  and  discoursed  with  him,  but  soon  found, that,  a^lthpugh  near 
thirty  years  of  age,  he  had  but  faint  ideas  of  a  Sirireme  Being, 
and  fainter  still  about  a  future  state.  In  this  deplorable  situation 
the  convict  appeared  dreadfully  alarmed  at  the  near  prospect  of 
dissolution,  and  tortured  even  to  madness,  by  gloomy  apprehen¬ 
sions  of  misery  after  death.  The  benevolent  keeper  did  all  m  his 
power  to  alleviate  his  present  distress,  and  in  part  dissipate  his 
horrors;  assuring  him  that  there  was  a  good  and  gracious  God 
above,  who  would  look  down  upon  him  with  compassion,  and,  if 
he  repented,  would  most  assuredly  pardon  all  his  past  errors. 
That  he  himself  (the  keeper)  would  instantly  go,  and  fetch  him 
a'  prayer-book,  to  help  his  religious  meditations,  and  that  he 
hoped  to  find  him  more  composed  at  their  next  meeting.  ^  Oh, 
Sir,^’  exclaimed  the  poor  distressed  criminal,  his  eyes  streaming 
with  tears ;  “  I  cannot  read,  I  never  did  read,  I  never  tried  to 
read  at  all;«Oh,  T  shall  go  to  hell,  1  shall  go  to  hell 

The  keeper  was  inexpressibly  shocked  at  this  exclamation ; 
but,  (as  the  unhappy  man  had  been  reprieved  during  hU  majes¬ 
ty’s  pleasure)  he  promised  him  that  he  would  himself  soon  in¬ 
struct  him  to  read,  meanwhile,  that  he  would  daily  discourse,  and 
pray  with  him. 

He  immediately  went  out  of  the  cell,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
returned  bringing  with  him  an  alphabet,  with  each  letter  printed 
by  itself  on  a  card.  He  explained  their  uses,  and  concluded  with 
saying,  that  the  English  language,  and  several  others,  were  no¬ 
thing  else  but  words  formed  by  a  different  combination  of  these . 
letters. 

The  poor  fellow  sat  still  upon  the  floor  for  a  few  minutes,  as 
if  absorbed  in  contemplation :  at  length  he  took  hold  of  the  keep¬ 
er’s  hand,  and  said  with  a  sigh,  Ah  Sir!  I  am  dull,  and  stupid; 
I  shall  never  be  able  to  learn.”  Then  suddenly,  as  if  struck  wth 
an  instantaneous  lucky  thought,  he  swept  up  all  the  letters  into 
one  heap,  and,  desiring  his  friend  to  kneel  down  with  him,  he 
looked  at  the  cieling  as  towards  heaven. 

Good  God  I”  cried  he,  with  his  hands  violently  clasped  to¬ 
gether,  “  you  know  what  a  blockhead  I  am,  and  that  I  never  can 
“  learn  this  hard  thing;  but,  you  know  also,  that  you  made  every 
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^  thingy  and  see  every  thing,  and  can  look  into  our  thoughts;  look 
into  mine,  and,  as  you  ai'e  wiser  than  any  man,  do  me  a.  favour. 

**  Mr. - says,  that  these  letters  have  all  the  English  words  in 

^  them.  You  know  if  he  speaks  truth.  Take,  I  pray  you,  these 
Heards,  and  made  the  best  prayer  you  can  for  me:  then,  read  it 
“  out  to  yourself,  and  think  as  if  I  made  it,  for,  I  promise  yoii,  I 
'  will  try  to  be  a  good  man.  Only  let  me  know  what  you  have 
**  written,  that  I  may  be  as  good  as  my  word.” 

After  this  singular  supplication  they  both  arose,  and  the  con* 
vict  felt  himself  more  easy,  soon  after  a  pardon  was  offei'ed,  on 
condition  of  his  going  to  Botany  Bay  for  fourteen  years. 

Though  no  account  is  here  given  of  the  subsequent  conduct 
of  this  poor  criminal,  we  cannot  but  charitably  hope  that,  in  the 
^  above  prayer,  oddly  conceived  as  it  is,  he  may  have  been  actuated 
by  a  sentiment  of  sincere  penitence  and  piety.  We  cannot  cer¬ 
tainly  determine  what  degree  of  knowledge  is  absolutely  requi¬ 
site  to  the  real  converson  of  a  sinner;  or  whether  the  Spirit  of 
Grace  may  not  communicate  his  regenerating  light  and  influence 
to  a  mind  as  destitute  of  common  religious  information  as  this 
wretched  creature  appears  to  have  been.  At  any  rate,  we  may 
presume  that  the  distressful  predicament  into  which  he  was 
brought  was  intended  by  a  gracious  providence  as  a  mean  of  con¬ 
ducting  him  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  to  the  eventual 
salvation  of  his  soul.  ^ 


if 


.  vi,  ;  i 


-i'  '  Yj 


J  il.  >  .  ■  i + .. 0  . 1  . 


i  1  r  .  ^ 


I-  W 


...  .. 


89 


I'OUHNAL  OF  MR.  JOHif  LYLR.  15, 16,  17.  The  audience  was  attentive. 

In  the  afternoon  on  Rev.  iii.  18.  The  pco- 
I  SET  out  on  my  missionary  tour  Sa-  pic  were  j^nerally  attentive,  and  many 
turday,  July  19,  1806.  The  Sabbath  fol-  apparently  edified  ;  hut  some  of  the  So- 
lowinj;^  I  preached  at  Silver  Creek  church,  cmians  (according  to  their  common  cus- 
to  a  very  attentive  audience,  on  Matt,  vi  tom  when  displeased  with  doctrine)  ex-  ^ 
33.  On  the  same  day,  at  four  in  the  even-  hibited  the  smile  of  dension.  After  sor¬ 
ing,  1  preached  at  Mr.  Harris’s,  on  Eph.  mon  1  ordained  two  elders. 
il  la  The  laudience  were  generally  at-  Friday,  Sept.  12.  I  se|  out  for  Cane- 
tentive,  and  some  appeared  to  be  affected,  ridge,  to  assist  Mr.  Stuart  in  adminlster- 
Mr.  Houston,  who  is  now  a  Shaker,  was  ing  the  Lord’s  Supper  to'  that  people.— 
formerly  the  pastor  of  this  congregation.  Mr.  James  Howe  preached  on  Saturday 
About  fifteen  families  yet  belong  to  our  in  the  forenoon,  and  Mr.  Stuart  in  the  af- 
church.  When  1  visited  them  in  last  temoon;  and  I  exhorted  in  the  evening. 
June,  they  were  in  a  distracted  state.  1  The  people  w’ere  generally  attentive 
collected  them  again,  and  ordained  tw’o  throughout  the  day.  Mr.  Stuart  and  I  held 
ciders;  and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  society,  on  Saturday  night,  at  Mr.  Wal- 
Rev.  Samuel  Finley,  administered  the  sa-  lace’s and  Mr.  Howe  at  Mr.  Patton’s. 


crament  among  them.  Sabbath  forenoon,  1  preached  to  a  very 

On  Saturday,  26th  of  July,  1  set  out  on  attentive  auditory  on  Matt.  xxvi.  26. 
my  way  to  Chenw  Spring  church  (which  Some  of  the  Socinians  (as  1  heard  after- 
18  about  25  miles  from  my  house).  On  the  wards)  were  much  enraged  at  the  doc¬ 
following  Sabbath  1  preached  2  sermons,  trine  of  the  cross— called  my  preaching 
on  2d  Tim.  i.  9.  to  an  attentive  audience,  the  smoke  of  the  bottomless  pit,  Ac.  but 
Some  seemed  pleased  and  affected.  The  the  discourse  had  a  very  different  effect 
1st  Sabbath  of  August  1  preached  at  Sa-  -  on  others.  Mr.  Howe  introduced  the  com- 


lem  in  Clarke,  on  2d  Sam.  xxiii.  5.  to  an 
attentive  audience. 

On  Saturday,  9th  of  August,  I  set  out 
on  the  way  to  Caneiidge,  (Bourbon). 
Sabbath  preached  on  John  vi.  44.  to  an 
unusually  attentive  audience.  As  Mr. 
Stone  and  his  people  attended;  and  as 
Mr.  Stone  wished  to  preach,  because  his 
people  claim  a  part  of  the  meeting-house, 
&c.  I  preached  but  one  sermon. 

Sabbath,  17th  of  August,  I  preached 
two  sermons  at  Silver  Creek,  to  an  atten¬ 
tive  audience,  on  Genesis  xvii.  7.:  and 
baptized  about  ten  children. 

Saturday,  August  16, 1  set  out  towards 
Cherry  Spring,  but  heard  before  1  arriv- 


munion — and  Mr.  Stuart  preached  in  the 
afternoon.  Mr.  Howe  preached  on  Mon¬ 
day  in  the  forenoon  ;  after  which  1  deli¬ 
vered  a  discourse  on  baptism  and  family 
instruction;  1  baptized  several  children 
— received  nine  shillings. 

Friday,  Sept.  18.  I  set  out  for  Mount 
Pleasant  (Harrison)  to  assist  Mr.  Scott 
(who  was  appointed  at  our  spring  session 
of  Presbytery,  to  supply  statedly  at  Mount 
Pleasant  and  Indian  Creek)  at  a  sacra¬ 
ment.  Saturday  1  preached  to  an  atten¬ 
tive  congregation  on  John  vi.  44.  Sabbath 
morning,  preached  to  an  attentive  assem¬ 
bly  on  Ist  Pet.  iii.  18.  1  understood  that 
both  tliese  sermons  had  considerable  cf- 


ed  at  the  place,  that  Mr.  Rannells  had  feet  in  confirming  the  wavering,  &c.  in 
recalled  the  appointment  I  made  there,  those  congregations  which  have  been 
that  I  might  assist  him  in  administering  tom  and  distracted  by  the  new  sectaries, 
a  sacrament  in  Paris  (Bourbon).  Sabbath  The  Wednesday  following  1  preached  at 
1  rode  16  miles,  and  preached  the  action  Mr.  Nishback’s  (Clarke)  on  Psal.  cxix. 
sermon  on  Matt  vi.  33.  to  an  ucommonly  71.  to  a  small  but  attentive  audience, 
attentive  audience.  On  Monday  preached  Saturday,  Sept  26.  Mr.  Howe  preach- 
on  John  v.  40,  to  a  very  attentive  au-  ed  at  Sugar-Ridge  church,  and  1  exhort- 
dience.  Numbers  appeared  to  be  deeply  ed  in  the  evening.  Sabbath  morning  I 
impressed.  ^  preached  the  action  sermon  on  Eph.  ii. 

Aug.  31.  It  rained  so  hard  that  1  did  8.  Many  of  the  people  w’ere  unusually  at- 
not  attend  at  my  appointment  1  under-  tentive.  Mr.  Tull  fenced  the  tables.  1 
stood  since  that  but  two  or  three  people  having  a  bad  cold  and  soreness  in  my 
came.  breast.  Mr.  Howe  preached  on  Sabbam 

On  Sabbath,  7tb  of  Sept.  I  preached  at  evening  and  Monday.* 

Caneridge,  in  the  forenoon,  on  Rev.  iii.  On  the  first  Sabbath  in  October,  Mr. 

vot.  in,  12 


Stuart  and  1  administered  the  Lord’s 
Supper  at  Concord,  (Bourbon)  about  30 
miles  from  my  house.  1  set  out  irom  boine 
the  Friday  preceding-.  Saturday  morning 
]>re ached  on  2d  Pet.  i.  10,  to  an  attentive 
audience.  Sabbath  morning,  preached  on 
2d.  Pet.  i.  1.  The  people  generally  be¬ 
haved  well,  and  were  attentive.  Monday, 
I  preached  on  2d  John  ix.  10,  11.  The 
people  were  generally  attentive,  and 
many  appeared  solemn.  Tuesday,  held 
an  examination  at  Concord,  and  preached 
in  the  evening  on  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26. 

Wednesday,  held  an  examination  at 
Caneridge,  and  preached  in  the  evening 
on  1st  Pet.  iv.  18.  The  people  wei'e  ge¬ 
nerally  attentive. 

Wednesday  night  preached  in  Paris  on 
Psal.  xix.  11,  to  an  attentive  auditory. 

Sabbath,  October  12,  preached  two 
sermons  at  Silver  Creek,  on  2d  Cor.  v, 
21.'  The  people  were  in  general  unusiial- 
Iv  attentive ;  and  some  who  had  denied 
the  atonement,  appeai-ed  deei)[y  and  so¬ 
lemnly  affected.  On  Monday  evening  fol¬ 
lowing,  1  went  to  Mr.  Janies  Hender¬ 
son’s.*  Tuesday  1  preached  at  Paint  Lick, 
on  2d  John  ix.  10,  11.  (The  Shakers  have 
been  very  successful  here  and  in  Mercer 
county.)  The  people  were  generally  vei7 
attentive,  and  some  were  deeply  affected; 
especially  pious  people,  whose  children 
and  near  relations  had  turned  Socinians 
and  Shakers. 

On  the  third  Sabbath  of  October,  I 
preached  at  Cherr>-  Spring,  on  Eph.  ii. 
to  an  attentive  audience. 

I  received  no  money  in  hand  from  Sil¬ 
ver  Creek  church,  but  they  promised  two 
dollars  for  each  Sabbath.  Tlie  whole 
sum,  if  1  mistake  not,  is  18  dollars  75 
cents.  You  will  observe,  that  I  preached 
but  seldom  on  week  days.  One  reason 
was,  that  few  attend  preaching  on  week 
days,  except  on  sacramental  occasions. 
But  a  more  influential  reason  was  the 
sickness  of  the  young  man  whom  I  em¬ 
ployed  as  usher  in  my  school.  1  had  fre- 
<piently  to  ride  twenty-fh'e  miles  on  Sab¬ 
bath  evening  and  Monday  morning,  in 
order  to  get  home  against  school-time. 
My  commission  w'as  for  two  months ;  I 
have  given  a  very  brief  account  of  my 
tour  during  three  months. 

1  would  recommend  the  Rev.  Joshua 
Wilson,  of  Bairdsiuwn,  as  a  missionary. 
That  the  committee  may  be  directed  by 
infinite  wisdom,  in  all  their  proceedings, 
is  the  ardent  prayer  of 

Youj  s,  &c. 

John  Lyle. 

Clarkt.  Dec.  10, 1806. 


An  extract  -  of  a  Letter  from  the  Rer. 

James  Hughes. 

•  About  two  Vdeks  ago,  the  Rev.  Jo¬ 
seph  Badger,  our  missionary  to  the  Wy¬ 
andot  Indians,  came  in,  was  present 
at  the  last  meeting  of  tlie  board  of  trus¬ 
tees.  From  the  report  he  has  given  us  of 
his  tour,  and  the  appearances  aiticmg 
these  Indians,.  1  think  the  prospect  is  at 
present  verj’  flattering,  that  w  e  shall  have 
a  good  missionarv'  stand  at  Sandusky. — 
Mr.  Badger  has  spent  six  months  there, 
has  met  with  some  very  disencouraging 
trials,  arising  from  the  inimical  disposi- 
.tion  of  some  wicked  men  who  are  among 
the  Indians  ;  these  are  tradei*s,  who  take 
every  measure  they  can  conceive,  to  pre¬ 
judice  the  Indians  against  the  mission, 
such  as  by  telling  them  that  our  design 
is  to  take  their  land  from  them,  and  tai^ 
opportunity  to  cut  them  off,  tc.  Tbc^* 
have  so  far  succeeded,  as  to  prevail  on 
numbers  of  the  Indians,  even  some  of  tbc 
principal  chiefs,  not  to  attend  on  Mr. 
Badgef’s  preaching — went  so  far  as  to 
persuade  them  to  go  f(rM*w'ard  to  gov’emor 
Hull  at  Detroit,  W'ith  complaints  against 
Mr.  Badger,  tliat  he  was  intruding  upon 
them,  and  going  to  take  their  land  from 
them,  &c.  Mr.  Badger  hearing  of  it,  went 
forward  at  the  same  time,  and  w'as  pre¬ 
sent  when  the  complaints  w’ere  made, 
and  he  and  the  govenior  satisfied  the  In¬ 
dians  respecting  the  matter— convinced 
them  that  the  traders  W’ere  deceiving  and 
imposing  upon  them— that  Mr.  Badger, 
and  those  w’ho  sent  him  there,  were  their 
friends,  and  honestly  endeavouring  to 
promote  their  best  interest;  whereupon 
the  Indians  applied  to  the  governor  to 
send  some  of  the  traders  out  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  which  he  promised  he  W'ould  do. 
The  governor  is  very  friendly  to  the  mis¬ 
sion,  is  well  pleased  w'ith  the  plan,  and 
promises  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  fa¬ 
vour  it 

The  Indians  are  becoming  much  more 
inclined  to  civilized  life — they  see  more 
of  the  advantages  of  it  since  Mr.  Badger 
has  lived  witli  tliem.  He  has,  by  tlie 
hands  with  him,  plowed  a  com  field  fol- 
the  Indians,  four  or  five  and  twenty  acres, 
planted  five  acres  for  themselves,  built  a 
little  house  to  dwell  in,  and  began  a 
school-house,  which  he  expects  soon  to 
have  completed,  and  to  commence  a 
school,  which  he  hopes  will  be  conside¬ 
rably  large  in  a  short  time,  a  number  of 
the  Indians  are  desirous  to  have  their 
children  taught  to  read,  &c. 

Since  the  Indians  complained  .to  the 
governor  and  were  satisfied,  even  tliose 
who  had  been  prejudiced  are  quite  re- 


concUed  and  friendly,  and  all  attend  on  .  ig  at  hand.  TheViftust  g^ird  on  the  arroonr 
preachinf^.  Some  are  become  very  atten-  of  Jehovah,  and  bear  testimony  against 
live,  aie  frequently  considerably  affected  sins,  especially  those  which  abound.— 
under  sermon.  Barnet  continues  firm  and  Drunkenness  and  profanity,  and  sabbath 
friendly,  gives  comfortable  evidences  of  breaking  ought  not  to  be  so  much  as 
religion,  has  latterly,  in  general,  made  named  among  Christians;  and  Synod 
the  prayer  after  Mr.  Badger  is  done  Impe  that  all  who  are  in  their  cjonnexion 
preaching  the  sermon ;  appears  much  will  most  studiously  avoid  the  appearance 
engaged  therein,  sometimes  has  been  so  of  evil  as  well  as  its  practice ;  and  that 
much. affected  as  not  to  be  able  to  tpeak  they  will  admonish  and  exhort  all,  who 
for  some  time,  and  many  of  the  Indians  are  guilty  of  immorality,  to  repent  and 
affected  at  the  same  time.  live  godl^  in  Christ  Jesus, 

'  m  Error  in  practice  arises  from  error  in 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  proceed-  doctrine;  not  that  all  who  are  correct  in 
ings  of  the  Svno<l  of  Albany  of  the  the  latter,  are  always  so  in  the  former; 
Presbyterian  Church,  at  their  session  for  nmny  are  only  nominal  believers,  who 
in  Whitesborough,  held  on  the  1st  and  though  they  profess  the  truth  in  words, 
2d  days  of  October,  1806.  it  in  unrighteousness.  Between 

The  Synod  have  heard  with  pleasure,  sound  principle  and  soui^  conduct  there 
that  the  institutions  of  religion  within  is  an  inseparable  connexion  Synod  therc- 
their  bounds  are  well  attended,  and  treat-  fore,  whilst  they  warn  their  churches 
ed  with  marked  reverence  and  affection,  against  immorality,  warn  them  solemnly 
In  some  places  striking  instances  of  the  against  errors.  Those  which  chiefly  pre- 
triumphs  of  the  cross  have  occurred,  and  '’«dl  respect  the  future  destiny  of  sinners, 
in  most  the  work  of  God  seems  to  be  ad-  the  character  and  work  of  the  Re- 
vancing,  though  silently,  yet  surely.  The  deemer.  Satan  is  still  instilling  into  the 
youth  are  instructed  in  the  principles  of  hearts  of  sinner  what  he  said  unto  the 
our  holy  religion  with  coiisiderablc  and  woman  In  paradise,  “  ye  shall  not  surely 
commendable  assiduity.  Peace  and  bar-  die.”  He  is  filling  them  with  them  \ritJi 
mony  prevail  generallv ,  and  the  gw)d  or-  hopie,  that  though  they  live  after  the 
der  of  the  church  is  preserved  unimpair-  flesh,  they  will  finally  be  saved.  Thus  he 
ed-  V acant  congregations  are  supplying,  |s  exciting  them  to  turn  the  grace  of  God 
new  ones  are  ibnning,  and  the  cry  tor  ad-  licentiousness.  Christians  ought  not 

ditionai  preachers  of  the  word  becomes  deceived.  Sin  is  an  awful  evil,  and 

more  loud  and  urgent.  The  pastors  appear  merits  infinite  displeasure.  It  need  only 
to  fulfil  their  duties,  and  the  flocks  theirs  be  realixed,  to  be  thus  acknowledged, 
so  that  between  them,  excepting  in  very  Ibat  with  pungent  grief  of  soul.  W< 
few  instances,  exists  the  unity  of  the  exhort  our  churches  to  beware  of  reject 
Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.  mg  this  solemn  truth. 

Although  the  prosjiect  externally,  is  Great  as  their  error  is,  who  do  this,  ii 
thus  promising,  Synod  regret  that  so  'S  surpassed  by  that  of  those  who  den] 
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ccssaryfor  sinful  man.  ‘Without  this  mys-  from  the  Great  Spirit  Some  of  the  com- 


ter’  the  convinced  sinner  can  find  no 
peace,  or  hope  for  eternity.  To  the  law 
and  testimony;  if  we  speak  not  according* 
to  these,  it  is  because  there  is  no  light 
in  us.  We  leave  these  sentiments  with 
you!  we  appeal  to  your  consciences!  we 
call  on  the  churches  to  defend  the  com¬ 
mon  salvation  with  the  temper  of  the  gos¬ 
pel.  Many  of  them  are  the  posterity  of 
those,  who  for  the  same  precious  truths, 
left  their  native  homes,  braved  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  the  deep,  and  settled  in  a  country 
then  inhabited  by  savages.  We  pray  that 
the  spirit  they  felt,  may  influence  their 
descendants,  and  all  who  belong  to  our 
Zion.  May  great  grace,  mercy  and  peace 
be  multiplied  unto  all  such,  and  all  be* 
lievers  every  where,  from* God  opr  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour.— 
Amen. 

JONAS  COE,  Moderator. 

THE  SENECA  PROPHET,  OR  THE  MAN 
OF  THE  GREAT  SPIRIT. 

A  TEW  years  since,  an  Indian  at  the 
Alleghany  river,  half  brother  to  the  noted 
Cornplanter,  gave  out  tliat  he  had  com¬ 
munications  from  the  Great  Spirit,  which 
he  was  commanded  to  make  known  to 
the  different  tribes  of  Indians.  He  was 
formerly  a  great  drunkard,  and  despised 
by  the  Indians  themselves,  as  an  ignorant, 
idle,  worthless  fellow.  Since  his  reforma¬ 
tion,  he  appears  meek,  honest  and  inof¬ 
fensive.  By  those  best  acquainted  with 
him,  he  is  considered  as  cfeficient  in  in¬ 
tellect.  He  converses  but  little.  His  coun¬ 
tenance  does  not  indicate  much  thought¬ 
fulness.  When  questioned,  however,  his 
answers  are  pertinent,  and  his  public 
speeches  are  sensible.  He  inculcates  on 
his  followers,  that  they  sell  not  their 
lands;  that  they  refi-aiii  from  tlie  use  of 
ardent  spirits;  that  they  put  not  away 
their  wives;  that  they  cultivate  their 
lands;  live  industrious  lives;  and  main¬ 
tain  the  religious  customs  of  their  an¬ 
cestors. 

To  one,  who  expressed  his  doubts  of 
his  having  such  communications,  and 
used  some  arguments  to  show  him  he 
had  not,  he  replied  with  his  usual  simpli¬ 
city,  “  I  think  I  have  had  such  commu¬ 
nications  made  to  me.” 

At  the  meeting  of  commissioners  with 
the  Senecas,*for  the  purpose  of  purchas¬ 
ing  a  tract  of  land  at  the  Black-rock,  this 
Indian  w  as  present,  and  opposed  the  sale 
of  their  lands.  He  related  the  communi¬ 
cations,  which  lie  said  he  had  receivejjl 


munications  he  could  not  recollect,  and 
asked  his  brother  Complanter.  When 
asked  how  he  could  forget  such  commu¬ 
nications,  he  said  at  the  time  the  Great 
Spirit  told  him  these  thinn,  he  related 
them  to  his  brother:  ancl  that  he  was 
told  so  many  things,  he  did  not  remem¬ 
ber  all. 

Since  this  Prophet^  as  he  is  styled,  arose, 
there  has  been  a  great  reform  among  the 
pagans  of  the  Six  Nations.  The  settle¬ 
ment  at  the  Alleghany  river,  containing 
about  450  souls,  a  few  years  since,  were 
a  poor,  idle,  drunken,  contemptible  peo¬ 
ple;  they  are  now  become  temperate,  in¬ 
dustrious,  and  comparatively  wealthy.  A 
mission  from  the  Friends  near  Philadel¬ 
phia,  has  much  aided  this  reform,  by 
counsels  and  example;  but  whether  one 
would  have  succeeded  without  the  other, 
it  is  probably  impossible  to  determine. 

This  prophet  says,  he  has  had  repeat¬ 
ed  visions,  in  which  he  sees  three  spirits 
or  angels,  who  make  communications  to 
him.  Sometimes  in  dreams  or  visions,  he 
pretends  to  have  seen  devils  flying,  and 
hovering  over  their  new  town,  Cana- 
desago,  seeking  some  place  to  light,  but 
could  find  none,  because  the  people  were 
now  orderly,  temperate,  and  industrious ; 
he  then  saw  them  fly  to  Buffaloe  Creek, 
and  light  among  the  whisky  casks.  Some¬ 
times,  he  says,  he  has  seen  idle,  drunken 
Indians,  clothed  in  raga  and  filth,  in  old 
worn  out  canoes,  on  lakes  at  a  distance 
from  shore,  clouds  gatliering  thick  and 
black,  with  awful  thunder,  lightning  and 
tempest. 

Sometimes  sick  persons  send  a  shirt 
or  some  other  article  of  clothing,  to  the 
prophet  that  he  may  prescribe  a  cure.  In 
such  a  case,  he  takes  two  handfuls  of  to¬ 
bacco,  puts  their  ends  to  the  fire  on  the 
hearth,  lies  down  and  covers  himself  with 
a  blanket,  after  he  has  arisen  he  pre¬ 
scribes  for  the  disease. 

He  has  stated  to  the  Indians,  that  great 
judgments  would  follow  them,  if  they 
disobeyed  the  commands  of  the  Great 
Spirit,  such  as  floods,  drought,  &c.  The 
principal  of  the  Friends*  mission  near 
tliese  Indians,  observed,  that  a  missiona¬ 
ry  who  lately  visited  them,  had  spoken 
much  in  the  same  way  to  them  respect¬ 
ing  the  judgments  of  God,  following  the 
wicked,  and  that  they  had  been  visited, 
as  their  prophet  had  aeclared,  especially, 
with  a  remarkable  flood  in  the  Alleghany 
river. 

The  fame  of  this  prophet  is  great 
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amoDff  the  western  Indians.  He  has  once  Some  time  since  a  disagreement  hap- 
visited  the  Wyandoti,  and  by  particular  pened  between  the  prophet  and  most  ot 
desire  expected  soon  to  visit  them  again,  his  adherents,  and  Complantcr;  in  con- 
He  is  deeply  impressed  with  the  opinion  sequence,  they  have  left  Cornplanter,  and 
that  judgments  are  coming  on  the  na-  removed  fiirther  up  the  river,  where  they 
tions,  unless  they  reform.  When  he  first  are  building  a  new  town.  His  nephew’s, 
arose  as  a  prophet,  he  visited  the  Presi-  who  arc  sensible,  and  men  of  great  re¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  at  the  seat  of  nown  in  the  nation,  use  their  influence  in 
government,  accompanied  by  Cornplanter.  his  favour.  He  is  consulted  as  the  princi- 
The  prophet  with  his  adherents,  gladly  pal  chief  of  the  nation;  but  Red  Jacket, 
embrace  every  opportunity  to  encourage  a  cunning  and  subtile  chief  Buflaloe 
whatever,  in  their  view,  tends  to  promote  Creek,  does  not  believe  in  him,  but  in  his 
refoinmation.  On  this  ground  they  advised  public  transactions  he  pays  him  respect, 
the  Indians  to  listen  to  the  instructions  as  he  is  popular  with  the  nation.  He  ob- 
of  the  missionary  to  the  New  Stockbridge  served  to  the  agent  for  the  Six  Na- 
Indians.  Hence  they  were  fond  of  think-  dons,  that  when  the  prophet  made  his 
ing  and  saying,  that  a  missionary,  who  speeches,  his  nephews  sat  contiguous  to 
lately  spake  to  different  settlements  of  him  on  the  right  and  left.  On  a  tertain 
Indians,  urged  the  same  things,  as  their  occasion  he  had  taken  care  to  place  some 
prophet.  One  of  tlie  Onandagas,  when  others  next  to  the  prophet,  and  he  was 
asked  why  th^  did  not  leave  tiieir  drun-  not  able  to  say  any  thing.  He  is  held  in 
ken  habits  beford,  since  they  were  often  great  veneration  by  the  people.  One  of 
urged  to  it,  and  saw  the  ruinous  conse-  ^e  most  distinguished  of  their  young 
qucnces  of  such  conduct,  replied,  they  men  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  pro- 
had  no  power;  but  when  the  Great  Spirit  pbet  would  yet  be  persecuted  and  put  to 
forbid  such  conduct  by  their  prophet,  he  death,  as  the  wicked  put  to  death  the 
gave  them  power  to  comply  with  his  re-  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
quest. 


OBITUARY. 

MISS  HARVEY.  of  it,  w'as  very  apparent:  she  frequently 

On  Sabbath  evening,  March  18,  1804,  complained  of  it;  yea,  it  was  the  only 
departed  this  life.  Miss  Mary  Ann  Har-  thing  which  she  complained  of  during  a 
vey,  only  child  of  Mr.  Haney,  of  Ki-  long  and  singularly  painful  illness;  and, 
gellack,  near  Penrj  n,  aged  fourteen  until  within  a  few  days  of  her  departure, 
years  and  four  months.  Her  natural  she  verily  thought  that  she  was  too  bad 
disposition  was  so  remarkably  amiable,  to  be  admitted  into  the  heavenly  state, 
that  some  of  her  acquaintance  fondly  On  tlie  Thursday  preceding  her  death, 
imagined  her  to  be  as  much  without  fault  she  was  visited  by  a  particular  friend, 
before  God,  as  she  was  before  men;  but  who  remarked,  that  if  the  sickness  which 
with  all  that  amiableness  of  teniper  and  she  laboured  under  should  be  unto  death, 
gentleness  of  manners,  which  slie  uni-  all  would  be  well; — ^but  she  instantly  ex- 
formly  manifested,  and  which  secured  claimed,  **  1  have  a  w  icked  heart!  and  it 
her  an  interest  in  the  esteem  of  all  who  is  so  wicked,  1  am  afraid  1  shall  not  go 
knew  her, — she  saw  herself,  under  the  to  Heaven!”  Her  fnend  observed,  that 
illuminating  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  every  body’s  heart  was  bad,  and  far  too 
a  depraved  sinful  creature ;  having  a  bad  to  be  received  into  glory  without  a 
heart  that  was  deceitfid  above  all  things,  change;  but  that  it  was  a  great  mercy  to 
and  desperately  wicked.  To  a  person  who  feel  the  malady,  since  many  languished 
called  upon  her  soon  after  her  confine-  underitinsensibly,througb  life,  and  were 
ment;  and  who  observed,  that  her  life  punished  eteniaily.  It  was  further  ob- 
had  been  very  good  and  virtuous,  so  that  served,  that  there  was  a  great  and  good 
she  could  not  have  any  sin  to  answer  for,  physician,  who  had  a  perfect  knowled^ 
—she  said  “  You  don’t  know  the  heart:  of  the  soul’s  malady,  and  who  was  alne 
you  don’t  know  the  w  ickedness  that  is  in  to  cure  it;  yea,  who  was  willing  as  he 
my  heart!”  That  she  had  a  lively  sense  w  as  able.  She  listened  with  great  attea- 


tion  to  all  that  was  spoken  relative  to 
tliose  things;  and  tlien,  with  an  earnest¬ 
ness  never  to  be  forgotten,  she  took  lier 
friend  by  the  hand,  saying,  “  Now  kneel 
down  and  pray  for  me;  and  pray  for  us 
all and  scarcely  was  the  solemn  exer¬ 
cise  closed,  which  was  affecting  as  it  was 
solemn,  ere  she  exclaimed,  “  Now  I  am 
happy!’’  and  from  that  time  to  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  dissolution,  she  experienced  such 
a  sweet  composure  of  mind  as  “  passetb 
all  understanding.” 

On  the  Thursday,  it  was  thought  that 
she  was  at  the  point  of  death;  and  being 
asked,  how  the  frame  of  her  mind  was?  • 
— she  cheerfully  replied,  “  Comfortable, 
very  comfortable!” — ‘  Then  you  have  a 
hope,*  her  friend  remarked,  ‘  in  this  hour 
of  trial?* — “  Yes,”  she  rejoined,  “  a  good 
hope!”  and  shortly  after,  she  repeated  her 
favouritchymn;  the  164th,  book  the  se¬ 
cond,  of  Dr.  Watts,  “  Why  should  this 
earth  delight  us  so?”  Sec.  and  added  the 
36th  hvTnn,  second  book,  “  Will  the  Re¬ 
deemer  come,”  &c.  Through  the  whole 
of  the  day  following,  Friday,  the  16th, 
she  suffered  much  in  body;  but  still  w'as 
composed  in  spirit.  In  the  evening  she 
remarked, that  her  frieirl  Mr.  W.  had  not 
called  that  day  to  see  ]>er;  and  upon  be¬ 
ing  told  that  he  had  been  in  the  house; 
but  that  it  w'as  judged  that  she  was  too 
much  afflicted,  either  to  converse  with, 
or  to  see  her, — she  expressed  much  con¬ 
cern  at  the  disappointment;  and  said  to  a 
near  relative  who  was  with  her,  ”  You 
know  he  could  have  pr.ayed  with  me,  if  I 
was  too  ill  to  have  conversed  with  him.” 

On  the  Saturday  evening  she  greatly 
revived,  insomuch,  that  those  around  her 
imagined  she  might  recover;  but  the  very 
hope  was  transient,  for  early  the  next 
morning,  a  sudden  change  took  place: — 
Death,  the  last  enemy,  approached,  and 
darted  on  his  prey.  She  said,  “  I  am  dy¬ 
ing:  this  is  a  time  of  need!”  Obseiwing 
those  who  attended  her  in  much  distress, 
she  said,  “  Why  do  you  weep  ?  I  am  go¬ 
ing  to  the  realms  of  bliss; — a  mansion  is 
there  ordained  for  me!”  About  noon  she 
asked  for  her  father;  and  on  his  approach¬ 
ing  her,  she  said,  “  My  dear  father,  now 
I  am  going;  I  am  gtnng  to  God;  I  must 
go; — will  you  resign  me  up  to  him?”  Be¬ 
ing  answered  in  the  affirmative,  sheasked 
again,  “  Now,  can  you  do  it  heartily?” 
He  said,  ‘  Yes,  my  dear,  heartily!*  Then 
she  addressed  her  weeping  mother  in  the 
same  affecting  language;  and  having  re¬ 
ceived  the  like  answer,  she  atrectionately 
embraced  them  both,  saying,  “  Now  let 


me  go,  let  me  go  to  glory!”  But  the  time 
of  need,  as  she  emphaticaily  called  it,  over 
and  over  again,  wa?  not  yet  past; — ”  deep 
called  unto  deep,— -pain  followed  pain;** 
but  all  within  was  calm:  her  soul  was 
fixed  trusting  in  God;  and,  in  the  midst 
of  the  conflict,  she  exclaimed,  in  a  way 
of  triumph,  “  My  God,  my  God!”  These 
were  her  last  words;  and  soon  after,  her 
soul  was  conveyed  into  mansions  of  glory. 

MRS.  JANE  HOWARD 
Was  born  January  7,  1749.  She  had 
the  advantage  of  a  pious  education;  but 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  w  ork  of  grace 
was  begun  in  her  heart  in  early  life.  In 
Oct.  1777,  she  was  married;  and  iii  Nov. 
1785,  w’as  united  to  the  church  of  Christ 
at  the  Tabernacle,  near  Moorfields;  since 
which,  by  her  humble  and  consistent 
conduct,  she  adorned  the  doctrine  of  God 
her  Savi<vir.  Through  the  care  of  her 
family,  and  afflictions  of  her  body,  she 
was  often  confined  from  the  house  of  God; 
yet  when  any  of  the  family  returned  from 
it,  she  would  eagerly  inquire  the  text, 
subject,  &c.  On  Sunday,  Dec.  19,  1802, 
she  said  to  her  daughter,  “  I  have  three 
cares:  the  care  of  my  body, — the  care  of 
my  family,— -and,  what  is’of  far  greater 
importance,  the  care  of  my  soul.  I  am 
not  so  comfortable  as  I  was;  but  I  have 
been  thinking,  that  Jesus  lives  to  inter¬ 
cede  for  sinners;  and  why  may  1  not  liope 
for  myself?  *Tis  true,  I  have  not  had  the 
advantages  you  have  had,  yet  tlie  Lord 
kept  me  moral  in  my  younger  days;  that 
was  a  mercy !  I  have  not  heard  God’s 
ministers  with  that  attention  I  should 
have  done:  I  have  gpne  sometimes  and 
thought,  now  I  will  try  what  1  can  re¬ 
member,  and  see  if  I  can’t  get  good;  and 
1  have  come  away  just  as  I  went  I  have 
had  a  family,  but  that  was  no  excuse;  and 
if  1  am  spai-ed  to  hear  again,  which  is  not 
likely,  shall  I  hear  any  letter?  1  am 
afraid  not;  yet  I  think  there  is  reason  to 
hope  that  Jesus  intercedes  for  me;  as  I 
have  so  much  encouragement  in  his  word. 
He  says,  “  Seek,  and  ye  shall  find;  ask, 
and  yc  shall  receive;  knock,  and  it  shall 
he  opened.”  God  was  in  Christ,  recon¬ 
ciling  tlie  world  to  himself ;  and,  “  him 
that  cometli  to  me,  I  will  in  nowise  cast 
out”  She  then  desired  the  seventh  chap¬ 
ter  of  Ronaans  might  be  read  to  her. 

Thursday,  Feb.  17, 1803,  she  said.  She 
had  been  reading  the  tenth  chapter  of 
Hebrews,  and  could  not  help  noticing  tlie 
condescension  of  God,  particularly  from 
ver.  7  to  tJic  14th.  On  the  18th  she  said, 


she  often  doubted  having  any  g^race,  be-  that  verse,  ‘  For  our  lig^ht  affliction,  which 
cause  she  couM  not  tell  the  particular  isbut  fora  moment?’ &c.  she  said,  ”  Ye#.” 
time  when  tl»c  Lord  called  her : — being  A  verse  of  one  of  Mr.  Hill's  hymns  was 
answered, You  can  say,“  I  was  once  blind;  repeated  to  hen- 
now  I  see,” — she  said,  “  I  sec  1  am  a 

great  sinner!”  She  complained  of  great  “  When  Jesus  we  in  glory  meet, 

dcadness  in  prayer,  &c.  and  of  not  finding  Our  utmost  joy  shall  be  complete! 

her  mind  quite  reconciled  to  the  will  of  Wlien  landed  on  that  Heav’nly  shore, 
God :  she  expressed  grief  for  dislionour-  Death  and  the  curse  shall  be  no  more!” 
ing  God  so  much  by  unbelief ;  and  spoke 

of  a  book  called,  “  Songs  in  the  Night:”  She  desired  the  hymn  might  be  read  to 
she  found  pleasure  in  it,  as  it  was  both  her.  She  said  to  a  friend,  **  What  shall 
scripture  and  experience.  She  desired  a  1  do?”  Her  friend  replied, 
friend  to  read  and  pray  with  her;  saying, 

“We  may  never  meet  again  on  earth;  “  God’s  love  in  time  past 

but,  I  trust,  we  shall  meet  in  Heaven,  Forbids  vou  to  think 

where  w’e  shall  for  e^’er  admire  the  way  He  would  leave  you  at  last, 
the  Lord  our  God  has  led  us  through  the  In  trouble  to  sink!” 

wilderness.” 

19th.  After  reading  the  foitleth  chap-  Conscious  of  her  weakness,  she  frequent- 
ter  of  Isaiah,  she  spoke  of  the  encourage-  ly  exclaimed,  “  Lord,  undertake  for  me!” 
ment  there  was  to  wait  upon  God.  In  the  and  repeated  this  verse, 
evening,  appearing  worse,  she  was  re¬ 
minded  of  this  promise,  ‘  My  grace  is  “  I’ll  speak  the  honoiurs  of  his  name 
sufficient  for  thee;* — she  said,  “  Yes,  it  With  my  last  labVing  breath: 

is.”  When  speechless,  clasp  thee  in  my  arms, 

20tli.  She  desired  the  third  chapter  of  My  joy  in  life  and  death!” 

John,  8cc.  might  be  read  to  her.  In  the 

afternoon,  she  took  an  affectionate  leave  On  mentioning  these  words,  ‘  I  am  the 
of  her  sister;  saying,  “  I  hope,  my  dear,  resurrection  and  life;  he  ^at  bclicv- 
you  will  seek  Christ,  as  nothing  else  w  ill  eth  in  me,  though  ne  were  dead,  yet  shall 
avail  when  you  come  into  my  situation.”  he  live.*  ‘  Believest  thou  this?’  She  said, 

21st.  She  said  to  a  friend,  “  I  am  ver}’  “  Yes;  I  have  fled  for  refuge  to  the  hope 
uncomfortable;  I  can  neither  believe,  nor  set  before  me!”. 

pray.”  Her  friend  said,  •  Then  you  can  A  few  minutes  before  her  departure, 
hope  in  God’s  mercy.’  She  said,  “  Yes,  wnth  remarkable  emphasis,  she  said, 
I  can  do  that.”  “  Jesus  says,  he’ll  cast  out  none  that 

22d.  Being  restless,  those  w’^ords  were  come  to  him;”  and  soon  after,  her  im- 
repeated  to  lier,  ‘  Oh,  that  I  had  wings  mortal  spirit  took  its  flight  to  realms  of 
like  a  dove,  for  then  would  I  fly  away,  gloiy;  and  tihe  became  a  partaker  of 
and  be  at  rest  !*  She  said,  "Yes;  for  1  those  joys  which  her  weak  faith  was  al- 
shall  have  no  more  rest  here!”  most  afraid  to  anticipate  ! 

23d.  One  asked  her,  if  she  recollected 


POETRY 


THE  NATIVITY  OF  CHRIST.  What  men  on  earth  a  happicf  life  c 

“  And  there  w  ere  in  the  same  country  Fhan^we,  who  watch  and  keep  th 
shepherds  abiding  in  the  field,  keeping  breed? 
watch  over  their  flock  by  night,”  &c.  From,  nightly  prowlers  w’e  our  st 

Luke  ii.  8 — 20.  , 

’Tis  innocent  debghtour  flocks  t 
PA  LEM  ON.  jq-Q  cares  perplex  our  mind,— 

The  silver  moon  emits  her  feeble  light,  herd’s  life 

And  dissipates  the  gloomy  shades  of  Is  all  tranquillity  devoid  of  strife 
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'.HELIBiCUS. 

Twice  ten  long  sumtners  have  roll’d  o’er 
my  head, 

Since  1  a  peaceful  sliepherd’s  life  have 
led: 

1  fear  nor  summer’s  heat,  nor  winter’s 
cold, 

Bat  daily  lead  my  harmless  flocks  to  fold. 
Retir’d  from  turbulent  and  busy  scenes 
Our  tranquil  life,  no  trouble  intervenes; 
The  praise  of  God  our  leisure  time  em¬ 
ploys; 

’Tis  this  which  constitutes  our  chiefest 
joys. 

CORYDON. 

True,  Melibacus,  nought  with  this  can  vie. 
The  world’s  delights  must  soon  corrupt 
and  die: 

Religion  ne’er  can  lose  its  heav’nly  pow’r; 
’Tis  but  enliven’d  by  affliction’s  hour. 
The  sensual  pleasures  of  the  rich  and  gay. 
Are  but  the  short-lived  meteors  of  to-Imy: 
1  wish  not  to  obtain  this  world’s  renown. 
My  better  aim  is  an  immortal  crown. 

DAMON. 

How  sweet’s  the  bread  which  industry 
obtains! 

Far  more  delicious  to  the  rural  sw'ains. 
Who  daily  by  laborious  toils  are  fed. 
Than  greatest  feasts  on  royal  tables 
sptread. - 

But  see  !  What  beauteous  vision  meets 
my  eyes. 

Descending  from  the  region  of  the  skies. 
Array’d  in  robes  of  dazzling  lustre  bright. 
Far  too  resplendent  for  the  mortal  sight! 

FIRST  ANGEL. 

Good  shepherds,  there’s  nothing  to  fear. 
No  danger  nor  trouble  is  nigh; 

An  angel  from  heaven  is  here, 

A  messenger  sent  from  the  sky. 

Good  news  of  salvation  I  bring, 

And  to  earth  celestial  peace  ! 

The  birth  of  a  saviour  I  sing, 

A  blessing  which  never  shaU  cease. 

SECOND  ANGEL. 

Messias  appears  upon  earth, 

A  SAVIOUR  is  born  to  mankind; 

No  grandeur  is  seen  at  his  birth. 

He’s  meek,  in  a  manger  reclin’d: 


/ 

The  Father’!  all  glorious  Son 
Is  born  guilty  man  to  release; 

A  heaven  on  eartli  is  begun, 

A  heaven  of  love  and  of  peace. 

CHORUS  OF  ANGELS. 

Messias  to  mortab  is  given: 

W  e’ll  tune  all  our  harps  string’d  with 
gold; 

W  e’il  praise  him  for  ever  in  heaven. 

But  ne’er  can  his  mercy  be  told. 

All  glory  to  God  thron’d  on  high, 
Immanuel’s  name  let  us  sing. 
Through  all  the  vast  courts  of  the  sky. 
For  ever  the  echo  shall  ring. 

SHEPHERDS. 

What  joyful  news  to  us  are  told ! 

The  SAVIOUR  promis’d  long; 

The  glorious  child  let  us  behold. 

Let  him  employ  our  song. 

W  hilst  angels  tune  their  harps  above^ 
And  sing  Messiah’s  birth; 

Let  U4  proclaim  our  saviour’s  love. 
Who  brings  us  peace  on  earth. 

POIMLNICUS. 


RESIGNATION. 

NO  more  my  soul  at  disappointment 
grieve. 

Can  flowing  tears  thy  fate  controul. 

Or  sighs,  thy  woes  relieve  ? 

Adversity  is  virtue’s  school. 

To  those  who  right  discern; 

Let  me  observe  each  painful  rulc^ 

And  each  hard  lesson  learn. 

When  winter’s  clouds  obscure  the  sky. 
And  heaven  the  'earth  deforms; 

If  fix’d  the  sure  foundation  lye. 

The  castle  braves  the  storms. 

Thus  fix’d  on  Faith’s  unfailing  rock. 

Let  me  endure  awhile. 

Misfortune’s  rude  impetuous  shock. 
And  glory  in  my  toil. 

Affliction  will  not  always  last. 

Or  tho’  it  should  remain, 

Yet  I  each  painful  moment  haste, 

A  better  world  to  gain; 

Where  adverse  strokes  no  more  shall 
wound. 

Nor  faithless  friends  destroy. 

Where  truth  and  piety  are  crown’d 
With  never  fading  joy. 


